
CONTENTS

Preface page vii
Acknowledgements ix
List of abbreviations x
List of ancient and mediaeval sources xi
Biographical notes xvi

Introduction 1
1 The Fathers on the Bible’s language 1
2 Lectio, disputatio, predicatio 8

Part I The background

1 The monastic way 13
1 Rupert of Deutz and ‘holy reading’ 13
2 Anselm of Canterbury: a new look at the Bible’s

language 17

2 Bible study in the schools 27
1 The academic way 27
2 Introducing the Bible 30
3 The use of the artes 31

3 A standard commentary: the Glossa Ordinaria 37

Part II Lectio: surface and depths

4 Words and things and numbers 51
1 Words and things 51
2 Numbers 59

5 The historical sense and history 67

v



VI Contents

6 Exegesis and the theory of signification
1 The theory of signification
2 Imposition
3 Dictionaries
4 Grammar and practical criticism
5 Joint meanings: consignification
6 More meaning than appears: implicitness in words
7 Implicit propositions
8 No meaning on their own

7 Transference of meaning
1 Similitudes and analogies
2 Figures of speech
3 The four senses

Part III Disputatio

8 Questions

9 Contradictory authorities

10 A new approach to resolving contradictions

Conclusion
Notes
Select bibliography
Index


