
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Genealogies and Royal Houses xi 

Maps xvii 

Prologue xxiii 

I 

THE FORGOTTEN MILLENNIUM (406-1369) 

From Kingdom to Duchy 3 

From Burgundy to Flanders 28 

II 

THE BURGUNDIAN CENTURY (1369-1467) 

Rising From the Mud 53 

Ghent the Fearless 71 

1789 Avant la Lettre 88 

Low Countries in the Making 103 

France as the Draught Horse of Burgundy 125 

Beauty and Madness 144 

Ostentation and Propaganda 160 

Murder and the Language Wars 176 

Arranged Marriages, Uncontrollable Tumult 190 

Severed Hand, Cleft Skull 205 

Three Counties, One Duke 214 

The Battle for Holland and Zeeland 227 

As a Woman or as a Man? 244 

Golden Glitter 254 

The Burial Pit and the Stake 270 



Beauty and Peace 280 

The Burgundian Dream 299 

Pheasant and Fox 330 

Fathers and Sons 352 

III 

THE FATAL DECADE (1467-77) 

Joyous Entry, Sombre Reception 383 

The Crown for the Taking 399 

Renewal and Innovation 412 

Death in the Snow 428 

IV 

A DECISIVE YEAR (1482) 451 

V 

A MEMORABLE DAY 

(20 October 1496) 471 

Epilogue 

THE LAST BURGUNDIAN 489 

Endnotes 515 

Bibliography 531 

Chronology 559 

Historic Figures 566 

Illustration Credits 571 

Acknowledgements 574 

Index 576 

About the author 590 


