Contents

Preface ix

PART ONE

1. History Enters the University: Philosophy and
History to the University of Berlin 3

2. History and Hegel: An Introduction 68

3. Historical Anthropophagy and Its Passing:
Hegel’s Absolutes Wissen 80

4. Mournful Anthropomorphism and Its Passing:
Hegel’s Aesthetics 95

PART TWO

5. Auerbach’s Mimesis: Figural Structure and
Historical Narrative 137

6. Nietzsche’s Urspriinge, Lukdcs’s Leaps 156

7. History as Rhetorical Enactment:
Walter Benjamin’s Theses “On the Concept of History” 183

8. Benjamin, Baudelaire, and the Allegory of History 204
9. Death and Authority: Benjamin’s “The Storyteller” 226

10. End and Origin:
Benjamin’s Ursprung des deutschen Trauerspiels 255

Afterword: History and Literature in the University 291
Notes 295
Index 333

vii



