Contents

Preface
List of abbreviations

Greek and Roman poetics
(1) Aristotle on the tragic in general
(2) The Roman tradition

Modes and subjects of Roman tragedy
(1) Ways of petforming tragedy

(2) Tragedies read, tragedies lived

(3) Rash generalizations of tragic themes

Early medieval clues and conjectures

(1) Isidore of Seville

(2) Remigius and Remigians

(3) Non-Remigians, Senecans, Horatians, and later
Isidorians

(4) Papias the protolexicographer

The twelfth-century scene

(1) William of Conches and the commentaries on Boethius
(2) Metaphorical tragedy

(3) Tragic style and new tragedies

(4) Continuing tradition: the lexicographers

The high Middle Ages: discoveries and oblivions
(1) Aristotle: a lost opportunity

(2) Nicholas Trevet on Boethius and Seneca

(3) Seneca at Padua

(4) Dante and his commentators

(5) Boethius in French

Final variations
(1) England: Chaucer and the future

x1

page xiii
XVvii

I

I

5

16
16



Contents

(2) Laments in France
(3) Italian Latinists
(4) Theory and practice in Spain

Conclusion

Bibliography
Index:

xii

175
185

194

218

223
244



