Contents

Contributors, vii

Introduction, 3
Frank Shuffelton

I Questions of Race and Ethnicity

1. Economies of Morality and Power: Reading ‘‘Race”’
in Two Colonial Contexts, 19
Dana D. Nelson

2. “‘So Unstable and Like Mad Men They Were’’: Language and
Interpretation in American Captivity Narratives, 39
David R. Sewell

3. John Williams’s Captivity Narrative: A Consideration
of Normative Ethnicity, 56
Rosalie Murphy Baum

4. The American Indian as Humorist in Colonial Literature, 77
Luise van Keuren

5. Red, White, and Black: Indian Captivities, Colonial Printers,
and the Early African-American Narrative, 92
John Sekora

6. Recapturing John Marrant, 105
Benilde Montgomery



vi Contents

II Varieties of Ethnic Representation

7. Representation of Ethnicity Among Colonial Pennsylvania
Germans, 119
William T. Parsons

8. Cosmopoliianism and the Anglo-Jewish Elite in
British America, 143
David S. Shields

9. Ethnic Humor in Early American Jest Books, 163
Robert Secor

10. The Gratification of That Corrupt and Lawless
Passion: Character Types and Themes in Early New England
Rape Narratives, 194
Daniel Williams

1 Individual Confrontations

11. Phillis Wheatley and the Black American Revolution, 225
Betsy Erkkila

12. The Heritage of American Ethnicity in Crévecoeur’s
Letters from an American Farmer, 241
Doreen Alvarez Saar

13. Thomas Jefferson: Race, Culture, and the Failure
of Anthropological Method, 257
Frank Shuffelton

Index, 279



