
TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1: Comedy in the Cycle Plays .................. 1

The "Problem" of Comedy in the Cycle Plays...........1
The "Noble Gyn" of Comedy.......................... 17

CHAPTER 2: Old Testament Challenges to Authority .... 31
Creation............................................ 32
Cain and Abel...................................... 40
Noah and His Wife.................................. 66
Summary............................................ 96

CHAPTER 3: Comic Questioning of the Incarnation..........107
Joseph's Trouble about Mary....................... 1°8
The Shepherds and Other Doubters...................130

CHAPTER 4: Tense Comedy in the New Testament Plays . . .171
Massacre of the Innocents......................... 172
The Passion Plays................................. 183

CONCLUSION............................................. 215

BIBLIOGRAPHY........................................... 223

INDEX . 239


