
1

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Preface 7

Abbreviations and Notations 8

NOUNS AND NOUN PHRASES 10

1.1 Introduction 10

1.1.1 Nouns defined on the basis of meaning 10
1.1.2 Nouns defined on the basis of distribution and 

function 10
1.1.3 Nouns defined on the basis of morphological form 11
1.1.4 Nouns defined on the basis of phonological form 12

1.2 Subclasses of the Noun 13

1.2.1 Common nouns (Appellatives) vs. Proper names 13
1.2.2 Abstract nouns vs. Concrete nouns 15
1.2.3 Count nouns vs. Uncountable (Noncount) nouns 16
1.2.4 Collective nouns vs. Individualizing nouns 18
1.2.5 Analyses 22

1.3 The Grammatical Categories of the Noun 23

1.4 Number 23

1.4.1 Introduction: Singular vs. Plural 23
1.4.2 Singular nouns only 24
1.4.3 Plural nouns only 25
1.4.4

1.4.5

Syntactic manifestations of the number of nouns: 
verb number, anaphoric pronouns and possessives 31
Foreign plurals 36

1.4.6 Number forms of the noun 39
1.4.7 Meanings of the plural 44
1.4.8 Analyses 47

1.5 Gender 48

1.5.1 Introduction 48
1.5.2 Seven classes of referring gender 49

1.6 Case 56

1.6.1 Introduction 56
1.6.2 s-Genitive vs. o/-Genitive 56
1.6.3 Post-Genitive 70
1.6.4 Analyses 73



2

2. ADJECTIVES AND ADJECTIVE PHRASES 77

2.1 Introduction 77
2.1.1 Adjectives defined on the basis of meaning 77
2.1.2 Adjectives defined on the basis of distribution 77
2.1.3 Adjectives defined on the basis of morphological

form 78

2.2 Subclasses of Adjectives 79

2.2.1 Descriptive and limiting adjectives 79
2.2.2 Stative and dynamic adjectives 80
2.2.3 Gradable and non-gradable adjectives 81
2.2.4 Attributive and predicative adjectives 81
2.2.5 Adjective complements 82
2.2.6 Analyses 84

2.3 Position 85
2.3.1 Introduction 85
2.3.2 Analyses 87

2.4 Adjective Sequences 91
2.5 Government 94
2.6 Comparison 96

2.7 Nominalisation 105

2.7.1 Introduction: Prop-Words 105
2.7.2 Analyses 106

2.8 Adjective vs. Adverb 109

3. STRUCTURES OF THE NOUN PHRASE 114

3.1 Subclasses of noun phrases 114

3.2 Predeterminers 114

3.3 Determiners 115

3.3.1 Introduction 115
3.3.2 Analyses 115
3.3.3 Articles 117
3.3.4 Possessives 125
3.3.5 Demonstratives 127

3.4 Quantifiers 135

3.4.1 Introduction 135
3.4.2 Some vs. any 136



3

3.4.3 Much/many vs. a lot of 131
3.4.4 Each vs. every vs. either 138

3.5 Postmodification 139

3.5.1 Prepositional phrases 139
3.5.2 Relative clauses 140

3.6 Peripheral syntactic patterns of noun phrases 143

3.6.1 Half /many /quite/rather/such/what a N 143
3.6.2 X + A + a(n) + N 144
3.6.3 Det + N + of + a(n) + N 145
3.6.4 Det + N + of + personal pronoun 147

3.7 Common structural ambiguities of noun phrases 147

3.7.1 Different surface constituent bracketing 147
3.7.2 Same surface constituent bracketing, but dif

ferent underlying syntactic functions 147

1484. PRONOUNS

4.1 Introduction 148

4.2 Personal pronouns 149

4.2.1 Introduction 149
4.2.2 Analyses 150

4.3 Possessive pronouns 153

4.3.1 Introduction 153
4.3.2 Analyses 154

4.4 Reflexive pronouns 154

4.4.1 Introduction 154
4.4.2 Analyses 155

4.5 Reciprocal pronouns 161

4.5.1 Introduction 161
4.5.2 Analyses 162

4.6 Relative pronouns 163

4.6.1 Introduction 163
4.6.2 Analyses 164



4

4.7 Indefinite pronouns

4.7.1 Introduction
4.7.2 Analyses

168

168
168

4.8 Interrogative pronouns 170

4.8.1 Introduction 170
4.8.2 Analyses 171

ADVERBS AND ADVERBIALS 172
5.1 Introduction 1725.2 Forms of adverbs 172
5.3 Subclasses of adverbials 176

5.3.1 Introduction 176
5.3.2 Analyses 179

5.4 Downtoners: almost vs. nearly 179

5.4.1 Introduction 179
5.4.2 Analyses 183

5.5 Sentence adverbials 189

5.5.1 Introduction 189
5.5.2 Analyses 189

5.6 Position of adverbials 190

5.6.1 Introduction 190
5.6.2 Analyses 191

VERBS AND VERBAL PHRASES 191

6.1 Introduction 191

6.2 Subclasses of the verb 191

6.2.1 Introduction 191
6.2.2 Analyses 193

6.3 Modal verbs 195

6.3.1 Introduction 195
6.3.2 Analyses 196
6.3.3 would vs. used to 201
6.3.4 must vs. HAVE (got) to 205



5

7.

6.3.5 could vs. was/were able to
6.3.6 Translation

207
210

6.4 Causative Verbs and G. lassen 215
6.5 Copulative/Linking Verbs 223

STRUCTURES OF THE VERB PHRASE 226

7.1 Infinite forms of the verb: infinitive, participle, gerund 226

7.1.1 Introduction 226
7.1.2 Analyses 228

7.2 Infinitive 231

7.2.1 Split infinitive 231
7.2.2 The infinitive with or without to 232
7.7.3 HELP + (NP) + to/0 235
7.2.4 The infinitive as a substitute for a finite clause 238
7.2.5 Analyses 241

7.3 Participles 241

7.3.1 wiz/i-Constructions 241
7.3.2 Infinitive vs. Present participle after verbs of per

ception 242
7.3.3 Transformations 243

7.4 Gerund vs. Infinitive 244

7.4.1 after verbs 244
7.4.2 after nouns 249
7.4.3 after adjectives 250

7.5 The form of the subject in gerundial constructions 252

7.6 Tense 254
7.6.1 Introduction 254
7.6.2 Past tense vs. Present perfect 255
7.6.3 Future 258

7.7 Aspect 259

7.7.1 Introduction 259
7.7.2 Progressive vs. Simple (Non-Progressive) 260

7.8 Mood 264

7.8.1 Introduction 264
7.8.2 Indicative vs. Subjunctive 264



6

7.8.3 Putative should and subjunctive substitutes 265

7.9 Indirect Speech 267

7.10 Active and Passive Voice 268

7.10.1 B£-passive vs. GET’-passive 268
n a Active voice with passive meaning and medio-passive269

7.10.3 Infinitive active vs. Infinitive passive 269
7.10.4 Analyses 270

7.11 Question Tags 272

7.11.1 Polar tags 272
7.11.2 Non-polar tags 273
7.11.3 Analyses 274

8. PREPOSITIONS AND PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES 275

8.1 Introduction 275
8.2 Syntactic functions of prepositional phrases 275
8.3 Positions of prepositions 276
8.4 Meanings of prepositions 276
8.5 Analyses 284

9. CONJUNCTIONS 291

9.1 Introduction 291

9.2 Subordinating conjunctions 291

9.2.1 Concessive conjunctions 291
9.2.2 Causal conjunctions 292

9.3 Coordinating conjunctions: The functions of and 294

10. INTERJECTIONS 295

10.1 Introduction 295
10.2 Analyses 298

11. BIBLIOGRAPHY 300

11.1 Sources of the examples 300
11.2 Grammars 302
11.3 Special publications 308


