
CONTENTS

List of Figures ix

Acknowledgments xi

Abbreviations xiii

Introduction 3

ONE
The Shepheardes Calender and Protestant Pastoral Satire 14 

The Protestant Plowman 20 
The Satirical Eclogues 31

TWO 
Spenserian Iconoclasm 47

Monastic Parody 43
The House of Holiness 58 

Iconoclastic Poetics 65
True Idols and False 79

THREE 
Spenser's Royal Icons 110

Demonic "Queens” 114 
"Mirrour of grace and Majestic divine” 120

Truth, the Daughter of Time 142

FOUR 
Spenser's Art of Married Love 148 

"So straunge ensample of conception" 148 
Matrimonial Chastity 155 

Amoretti and Epithalamion 160
Epic Epithalamia 177

FIVE
“Tell on . . . the wofull Tragédie":

Spenser's Reformation of Literary Genres and Modes 183 
A Reformation Hagiography 188 

Romantic Error 200 
Pastoral Ignorance 203 

Tragedy of Salvation and Damnation 207 
Biblical Parody 212



Vİİİ CONTENTS

True Géorgie 216 
Divine Comedy 221 

Continuities 226

Appendix: Was Spenser a Puritan? 233 

Select Bibliography 239

Spenserian Passages Cited 253 

Index of Characters and Places 259

Index of Biblical Texts Cited 262

General Index 264


