Contents

Acknowledgements
Editors’ Preface

A Note on Editions

1. The Far Counties: Lessing’s Early Years

2. Two Versions of an African Girlhood: The
Grass Is Singing and Children of Violence

3. The Sex War: Martha Quest, A Proper
Marriage and The Golden Notebook

4. ‘Charting the New Territory’: The Four-Gated
City

5. Parables of Inner Space: Briefing for a Descent
into Hell, The Summer Before the Dark, and
The Memoirs of a Survivor

6. ‘Many a Planet by Many a Sun’: Canopus in
Argos

1. Re-entry: The Diaries of Jane Somers, The
Good Terrorist, and The Fifth Child

8. ‘The Battle of the Books’: Lessing and the
Critics
Notes

Select Bibliography
Index

vil
ix

xi

13

29

47

59

77

91

111

125
131
135



