CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . v
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS . . . . . . . . . xi
PoEms*

Note oN THE ORDER OF THE PoEMS . . . . . . 2
“Within the circuit of this plodding life”

‘Winter Memories . . . . . . . . 3
“His steady sails he never furls”

The Shrike . . . . . . . 4
“Sometimes I hear the veery’s clarion” . . . . . 5
“Upon the lofty elm tree sprays”

The Vireo . . . . . . . . . . 6
“Thou dusky spirit of the wood”

The Crow . . . . 7
“The river swelleth more and more”

The Freshet; A River Scene . . . L . 8
“Great God, I ask thee for no meaner pelf”

Prayer; My Prayer . . . . . . . . 10
The Moon . . . . . . . . . . 11
To a Stray Fowl . . . . . . 12
“The sluggish smoke curls up from some deep dell”

Smoke in Winter . . . . . . . . 13
“When Winter fringes every bough”

Fair Haven; Stanzas Written at Walden . . . . 14
“Not unconcerned Wachusett rears his head” . . . . 16
The Old Marlborough Road

The Old Marlboro Road . . . . . . . 17
“In two years’ time ’t had thus” . . . . . . 20
“Each summer sound” . . . . . . . . 21
“The needles of the pine”

Westward-ho . . . . . . . . . 22

* Titles of the poems are those drawn from the basic texts. If Thoreau
omitted the title from the final version of a poem, the first line is used here,
even though he may have given a title to earlier versions. Earlier titles,
however, as well as those assigned by prior editors, are placed immedi-
ately below the title given. See also the Index of Titles and First Lines.

xiii



“In the East fames are won”
“Men say they know many things”
“What'’s the railroad to me”
“It is no dream of mine” .
“Light-winged Smoke, Icarian bu'd"
Smoke . . .
“Die and be buned who w1ll" .
“Where’er thou sail'st who sailed w1th me”
“I am bound, I am bound, for a distant shore”
“I sailed up 2 river with a pleasant wind”
“The respectable folks”
The Respectable Folks; Our Nelghbors, Our Country
Neighbors .
“Ah, ’tis in vain the peaceful dm”
“But since we sailed”
“On Ponkawtasset, since, we took our way
“An early unconverted Saint”
Morning . .
“Low in the eastern sky”
To the Maiden in the East
“Dong, sounds the brass in the east”
The Echo of the Sabbath Bell Heard in the Woods
“I make ye an offer”
The Offer
“Conscience is instinct bred in the house
Conscience
“Such water do the gods dlstll”
“That Phaeton of our day” .
“Though all the fates should prove unkmd”
Travelling; Lines on New Hampshire Men Gomg to Sea;
Lines .
“With frontier strength ye stand your ground”
Wachusett; The Mountains in the Horizon; Mountains
“Here lies an honest man”
Epitaph .
“The western wind came Iumbenng m’
The Evening Wind
Rumors from an Aeolian Harp
“Away! away! away! away”
Stanzas

.

xiv

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

32
33
35
36
37

38

41

42

45

47

51

52
53

54



“Low-anchored cloud”
Fog; Mist .
“Man’s little acts are grand”
“The waves slowly beat” .
“Woof of the sun, ethereal gauze”
Haze .
“Where gleammg ﬁelds of haze
“This is my Carnac, whose unmeasured dome
“True kindness is a pure divine affinity”
True Kindness
“Lately, alas, I knew a gentle boy
Sympathy
The Atlantides
“My love must be as free
Free Love
“The Good how can we trust”
“Nature doth have her dawn each day”
Stanzas
“Let such pure hate stxll underprop
Friendship; Romans, Countrymen, and Lovers
The Inward Morning
“My books I'd fain cast off, I cannot read”
The Summer Rain
The Poet’s Delay
“Salmon Brook”
“I am the autumnal sun”
Nature’s Child .
“T am a parcel of vain strivings txed”
Sic Vita .
“All things are current found”
Lines
“Who sleeps by day and walks by mght”
“We should not mind if on our ear there fell”
“Then spend an age in whetting thy desire”
“Such near aspects had we”
“My life has been the poem I would have writ”
“We see the planer fall”
Voyagers Song

Boat Song .
“I love a careless streamlet .
To the Comet . . . . . .

XV

56
57
58

59
60
62

63

67

68
69

70

71
74

76
78
79

80

81

83
84
84
84
85
85
85

86
87
88



Friendship (“I think awhile of Love, and while I think”)
The Cliffs & Springs . . . . .
The Bluebirds
May Morning
Walden .
“Truth—-Goodness—Beauty——those celestxal thrms
“In the busy streets, domains of trade”
“I knew a man by sight”
Cliffs
My Boots
Noon
The Thaw
“Last night as I lay gazing w1th shut eyes
Love
“"Twill soon appear 1f we but look”
The Peal of the Bells
Ding Dong .
The “Book of Gems”
The Assabet ,
River Song; Some Tumultuous Little Rill
The Breeze’s Invitation
Loves Farewell
Farewell
“Each more melodious note I hear
“T was born upon thy bank river”
The Fisher’s Son
The Fisher's Boy
“I'm guided in the darkest nlght” .
Friendship (“Now we are partners in such legal trade”)
On the Sun Coming out in the Afternoon
“They who prepare my evening meal below”
“My ground is high” .
“If from your price ye will not swerve”
Friendship’s Steadfastness
“Death cannot come too soon”
Independence
The Black Knight
Our Country

“The moon now rises to her absolute rule”
“My friends, why should we live”
“l mark the summer’s swift decline”

xvi

89
92
93
97
98
100
101
102
104
105
106
107
108
109
110

111
112

113
116

118
119
120

121
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131

132
134
136
137
138



“Methinks that by a strict behavior”
“I have rolled near some other spirits path”
Travelling
The Battle of Life
“On fields oer which the reapers hand hns pass[e]d”
To a Marsh Hawk in Spring
Great Friend
Solitude
“Yet let us Thank the purbhnd race”
“Ive seen ye, sisters, on the mountain-side”
“Ye do command me to all virtue ever”
“On shoulders whirled in some eccentric orbxt”
Fog .
“Brother where dost thou dwell”
To My Brother
Epitaph on Pursy
Eplitaph] on the World
Epitaph on the World
Epitaph on an Engraver
The Just Made Perfect
“Tell me ye wise ones if ye can”
“The Earth”
The Hero
Pilgrims
“At midnight’s hour I ralsed my head”
“I seek the Present Time” . .
“Loves invalides are not those of common wars”
“And once again” .
“Old meeting-house bell”
“Is consigned to the nine”
“Among the worst of men that ever hved”
Tall Ambrosia
“Th’ ambrosia of the Gods s a weed on earth"
“I saw a delicate flower had grown up 2 feet high”
“To day I climbed a handsome rounded hill”
“I am the little Irish boy”
“I do not fear my thoughts will die”
“Cans’t thou love with thy mind”
“Indeed indeed, I cannot tell”
“The vessel of love, the vessel of state”
“When the toads begin to ring”
“Forever in my dream & in my morning thought"

xvil

139
140

141
142
143

144
145
146
148
149
150

151
153

154
155
156
158
160

161
164
165
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
179
180
181
182
183
184



“Strange that so many fickle gods, as fickle as the weather” . 185

“The deeds of king and meanest hedger” . . . . 185
“Wait not till I invite thee, but observe” . . . . . 185
“Greater is the depth of sadness” . . . . . . 185
“Where I have been” . . . . . . . . 186
“Better wait” . . . . . . . . . . 186
On a Good Man

Ep——— on 2 Good Man . . . . . . . 186
“Man Man is the Devil” . . . . . . . . 186
“You must not only aim aright” . . . . . . 187
“The chicadee” . . . . . . . . 187
“Any fool can make a rule . . . . . . . 187
“All things decay” . . . . . . . . . 187
Expectation . . . . . . 188
“For though the caves were rabltted” . . . . . 189
“My friends, my noble friends, know ye” . . . . 190
“No earnest work that will expand the frame” . . . . 191
Godfrey of Boulogne . . . . . . . 192
“Who equallest the coward’s haste

Omnipresence . . . . . . . 194
“Ive searched my faculties around ?

Mission . . . . . . 195
“Until at length the north wmds blow . . . . . 196
“I was made erect and lone” . . . . . 197

“Wait not till slaves pronounce the word"
True Freedom . . . . . . . . . 198

To the Mountains . . . . . . . . . 200
The Friend . . . . . . . 201
“Upon the bank at early dawn . . . . . . 203
“Between the traveller and the setting sun” . . . . 206
“I'm contented you should stay” . . . . . 207
“He knows no change who knows the true” . . . . 208
The Departure . . . . . . . . . . 209
The Funeral Bell . . . . . . . . . 211
The Virgin . . . . . . . 212
Speech of a Saxon Ealderman . . . . . . 213
Farewell . . . . . . . . . . . 215
Nature . . . . . . . . . . . 216

Guido’s Aurora
The Aurora of Guido A Fragment . . . . . 217
Greece . . . . . . . . . . . 218

xviii



Poverty
Poverty A Fragment
“‘I’'m not alone”
Music
“I'm thankful that my hfe doth not decelve
Manhood .
“The moon moves up her smooth and sheeny path”
Life
“Pray to what earth does thlS sweet cold belong
“When the oaks are in the gray”
Inspiration (“Whate’er we leave to God, God does )
Inspiration (“If thou wilt but stand by my ear”)
Delay . . . . . .
The Fall of the Leaf
The Soul’s Season; The Threadbare Trees
A Winter and Spring Scene
A Winter Scene
“Why do the seasons change? and why”
The Seasons .
“Friends! that parting tear reserve 1t” . .
“In Adams fall” . . .
“In times of yore, ’tis said, the sw1mmmg Alder
“By his good genius prompted or the power”

APPENDIX A
ArpEnDIx B

TexTUAL PREFACE

Symbols used in both the Textual and Explanatory Notes

Comments on the Texts
TextUuaL NotEes

Expranatory NoTes

ADDED POEMS

“Fair Haven”

“Life is a summer’s day .

“I've heard my neighbor’s pump at nlght

“When with pale cheek and sunken eye I sang” .
“I arose before light” .

Xix

219
221
222
224
22§
226
227
228
229
230
234
235

236

239

243
244
245
246
247

249
267
271

271
273

339

383
384
386
387
388



“] will obey the strictest law of love’

“Who hears the parson” . .
“Friends” . .
“When in some cove I lie”
“Delay in Friendship”.

“To Edith”. . .
“The Rosa Sanguinea”. . .
APPENDIX TO ADDED PoEms .

TextuaL ANp ExpranNaTtory Nortes
FOR ADDED POEMs

InpEx oF TitLeEs anp First LiNEs

InpEx oF TitLeEs AND FirsT LINES: ADDED PoEMS

389
391
392
394
395
397
398

399

401

405
411



