
CONTENTS

LIST OF MAPS

INTRODUCTION

X

I

I. THE REVOLUTIONARY BACKGROUND, 1780-1795
I. The Dutch Republic in the 1780s 34
2. The Austrian Netherlands in the 1780s 47

II. THE GREAT REVOLUTION, 1792-1813
I. A Contrast: North and South during the 

French Revolution 65
2. The Southern Netherlands under French Rule 67
3- The Batavian Revolution in the Northern 

Netherlands 82
4. The Results 100

m. THE GREAT NETHERLANDS HYPOTHESIS, 1813—I 830
I. The Liberation of the Low Countries 103
2. William Fs Political System ”3
3- The Opposition to William Fs System 138

IV. IN SEARCH OF NATIONAL PRINCIPLES, 183O-1848
I. The Belgian Revolution I51
2. The Netherlands in the 1830s 160
3- Belgium in the 1830s 164
4. The Netherlands in the 1840s !79
5- Belgium in the 1840s Ï95

V. LIBERALISM AS A SYSTEM, 1848-1879
I. The Character of the Period 206
2. Belgium, 1848-1879 229
3- The Netherlands, 1848-1879 259



viii CONTENTS

VI. TOWARDS DEMOCRACY, 1879-1896
I. Social Tension and the Franchise 310
2. The Movements of the 188os and Radicalism 328

3- Socialist and Confessional Parties 340
4. Dutch Domestic Policy, 1887-1896 35°
5- Belgian Domestic Policy, 1884-1893 361

VII. EXPANSION, 1880-I914

i. Belgian Colonial Policy 375
2. Dutch Colonial Policy 398
3. The Dutch Economy 412
4. The Belgian Economy 418
5. Dutch and Belgian Foreign Policy 421

VIII. SYNTHESIS, 1895-I914
i. Culture 439
2. The Flemish Movement 462
3. Political Developments 473

IX. WAR

i. Belgium, 1914-1918 5!7
2. The Netherlands, 1914-1918 545
3. Belgian-Dutch Relations in 1919 560

X. STABILITY, I919-I939
i. The Character of the Period 567
2. Belgian and Dutch Foreign Policy 574
3. Domestic Developments 592
4. The Flemish Problem 630
5. Economic Developments 649
6. The Colonial Problem 667

7. A Note on Literature 676

epilogue 1780-1880-1980 680



CONTENTS ix

APPENDIX I. CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE 685

APPENDIX II. BELGIAN AND DUTCH CABINETS,

I8I5-Î94O 694

BIBLIOGRAPHY 734

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL INDEX 757

GENERAL INDEX 767


