
Contents

List of Maps ix
Abbreviations xi
Acknowledgments xv
Introduction xix

One Pax Italiae i
The Transformation of Byzantine Italy z
The Place of the Roman Church 9
The Sixth Ecumenical Council 12

Two St. Peter’s Peculiar People 15
Peace Betrayed: Byzantines 15
Peace Betrayed: Lombards 23
Twin Challenges: Iconoclasm and Lombards 28
New Lombard Threats and Shifting Papal Diplomacy 40 
The Birth of a Papal Republic 57

Three St. Peter’s Strong Right Arm 61
Boniface, the Popes, and the Franks 61 
Politics in Francia: A New Dynasty 65
The Italian Crisis and the Franco-Papal Alliance 71 
Sanctae Dei Ecclesiae Reipublicae Romanorum 94 
Unanswered Questions 98

Four Our Beloved Son Desiderius . . . That
Ibul and Pestiferous Lombard 99
New Rulers, New Opportunities, Old Antagonisms 99
A Crisis Inside the Republic 112
Hadrian and His Republic in 774 132



viii Contents

Five Multis Documentis: Hadrian, Charlemagne, 
and the Republic of St. Peter 138
A Time of Uncertainty 138
Problems with the Sources 148
The Territorial Settlements of 781 153
The Territorial Settlements of 787-88 175
The Frontiers of the Republic 181

Six The Governors of the Republic 184
Papal Profiles 185
Papal Elections and Republican Politics 188
Reflections on the Papal Office 205
The Papacy Within the Republic 209

Seven The Governance of the Republic 212
Sancta Romana Ecclesia and the Lateran Administration 212
Secular Administration 230
Administration Outside Rome 241
The Papal Government 253

Eight Amicitia, Pax et Caritas: The franco-Papal Alliance z^6 
A Historiographical Orientation 257
The Amicitia Alliance 262
The Terms of the Alliance 270
The Duration of the Alliance 273
The Place of the Alliance in the History of the Republic 275

Nine The Republic and the Banks 277
The Franks in the Republic Before 800 278
The Imperial Coronation of Charlemagne 291
The Republic and Louis the Pious: The Ludovicianum zpp 
The Republic and Louis the Pious: The Constitutio Romana 308 
Friendship, Protection, Administration 322
Symbol and Reality in the Lateran Mosaics 323

Conclusion 325

Bibliography 337

Index 365


