
Contents

Preface............................................................................ VU

List of Tables..................................................... XVII

Abbreviations and Symbols.................................................. XIX

Introduction.............................................................. 1

1. Theoretical prerequisites.......................................................... 7

1.1. Basic issues of the theory of reflexives.................................. 7
1.1.0. General aims............................................................. 7
1.1.1. Reflexives and voice.............................................................. g
1.1.2. The main approaches to the investigation of reflexives . . 12
1.2. On the investigation of Baltic reflexives................................ 18
1.2.1. Lithuanian reflexives.............................................................. 18
1.2.2. Latvian reflexives................................................................... 21
1.2.3. Old Prussian reflexives ........................................................ 22
1.2.4. 1.1.1.Conclusions................................................................... 24
1.3. Principles of the analysis of reflexives ................................. 25
1.3.1. Basic concepts and terminology.......................................... 25
1.3.1.1. Reflexive marker............................................................. 25
1.3.1.2. Reflexive verb..................................................................... 26
1.3.1.3. The term reflexive................................................................ 27
1.3.1.4. Reflexive and non-reflexive constructions: the object of

analysis................................................................................. 27
1.3.1.5. Derivation and levels of derivation.................................. 28
1.3.1.6. Functions of the reflexive marker at the semantic and

syntactic levels ................................................................... 30
1.3.1.7. ‘Internal’ semantic derivation .......................................... 31
1.3.2. Levels of analysis of reflexives.......................................... 32
1.3.2.0. Introductory......................................................................... 32
1.3.2.1. The semantic level of representation............................... 33
1.3.2.1.1. Semantic component structure........................................ 33
1.3.2.1.2. Semantic role structure.................................................. 37
1.3.2.1.3. Referent structure.......................................................... 44
1.3.2.2. The syntactic level of representation.............................. 47
1.3.3. The concept of diathesis..................................................... 52



XII Contents

1.3.3.1. Three-level diathesis.......................................................... 53
1.3.3.2. Types of diathesis changes............................................... 55
1.3.3.3. The status of reflexive marker and recessive diathesis . . 57
1.3.4. Principles of classification of reflexives.............................. 59
Notes to Chapter One..................................................................... 60

2. Reflexive verbs in the Baltic languages................................... 65

2.1. Reflexive verbs in Lithuanian and Latvian............................ 65
2.1.1. Material................................................................................... 65
2.1.2. The morphology of reflexive verbs.................................... 67
2.1.3. Reversible reflexives of formal class I ............................... 69
2.1.3.1. Syntactic classification....................................................... 69
2.1.3.2. Semantic classification....................................................... 74
2.1.3.2.1. Subjective reflexives with deleted direct object...........  74
2.1.3.2.1.1. Semantic reflexives....................................................... 76
2.1.3.2.1.2. ‘Partitive object’ reflexives.......................................... 79
2.1.3.2.1.3. ‘Absolute’ reflexives..................................................... 83
2.1.3.2.1.4. Autocausative reflexives ............................................. 86
2.1.3.2.1.5. Reciprocal reflexives..................................................... 89
2.1.3.2.2. Deaccusative subjective reflexives.................................. 94
2.1.3.2.3. Objective reflexives with deleted subject .................... 97
2.1.3.2.3.1. Decausative reflexives.................................................. 98
2.1.3.2.3.2. Autocausative reflexives ............................................. 104
2.1.3.2.3.3. Quasi-passive reflexives................................................ 109
2.1.3.2.4. Objective reflexives with demoted subject.................... 118
2.1.3.2.4.1. Converse reflexives ..................................................... 118
2.1.3.2.4.2. Reflexive-causative reflexives ..................................... 124
2.1.3.2.4.3. Reflexives with no object promotion......................... 125
2.1.3.2.5. Dative transitive reflexives............................................. 126
2.1.3.2.6. Reflexives with zero valence change............................ 134
2.1.3.2.6.1. Non-dative transitive reflexives.................................. 134
2.1.3.2.6.2. Intransitive reflexives................................................... 137
2.1.3.3. Polysemy and overlapping of semantic classes of reflex

ives ............................................  137
2.1.3.4. Reflexives and the passive voice........................................ 141
2.1.4. Non-reversible reflexives of formal class I......................... 145
2.1.4.1. Types of non-reversibility................................................... 145
2.1.4.2. Classification of non-reversible reflexives...................... 150
2.1.5. Reflexives of formal class II................................................ 152



Contents

2.1.6. Denominal reflexives
2.1.6.1. Desubstantival reflexives
2.1.6.2. Deadjectival reflexives
2.2. Reflexives in Old Prussian 
2.2.1. Material and purpose
2.2.2. Types of correspondences between verbs in the German 

original and Prussian translation
2.2.3. Derivational characteristics of Prussian reflexives
2.2.4. Syntactic and semantic properties of reflexives
2.2.4.1. Semantic reflexives
2.2.4.2. Autocausative reflexives
2.2.4.3. Transitive reflexives
2.2.5. Conclusions
2.3. Summary  
Notes to Chapter Two

3. Reflexive verbs in English 

3.0. Introduction
3.1. Material
3.2. The status of English reflexives
3.2.1. Reflexives with zero degree of semantic fusion
3.2.2. Reflexives with intermediate degree of semantic fusion
3.2.3. Reflexives with maximum degree of semantic fusion
3.2.4. Reflexives and voice
3.2.5. Conclusion
3.3. Formal classification
3.4. Reversible reflexives of formal class I
3.4.1. Syntactic classification
3.4.2. Semantic classification
3.4.2.1. Subjective reflexives
3.4.2.1.1. Semantic reflexives
3.4.2.1.2. ‘Partitive object’ reflexives
3.4.2.1.3. Autocausative reflexives
3.4.2.2. Objective reflexives 
3.4.2.3. Transitive reflexives
3.4.2.4. Semantic types of reflexives lacking in English
3.5. Non-reversible reflexives 
3.5.1. Types of non-reversibility
3.5.2. Classification of non-reversible reflexives 

XIH

155
156
158
159
159

160
162
165
165
168
172
175
176
177

179

179
179
180
182
183
184
185
185
186
188
188
189
189
190
195
196 
200
207
208
210
210
212



XIV Contents

3.6. Reflexives of formal class II .................................................. 213
3.6.1. Reflexives with the postpositive particle out...................... 213
3.6.2. Reflexives with a resultative clause.................................... 214
3.7. Conclusions ............................................................................... 215
Notes to Chapter Three................................................................... 216

4. A typology of reflexives............................................................. 217

4.0. Introduction.............................................................................. 217
4.1. The principles of typological comparison of reflexives . . . 220
4.1.1. Principles of calculating recessive diatheses...................... 220
4.1.2. Calculus of recessive diatheses............................................. 223
4.1.2.1. Structure of the calculus .................................................. 223
4.1.2.2. Calculus for transitive base verbs.................................... 224
4.1.2.3. Inventory of recessive diatheses for intransitive base

verbs.................................................................................... 231
4.1.2.4. Recessive diatheses for ditransitive verbs ...................... 234
4.1.3. Application of the calculus.................................................. 234
4.2. Reflexives in the Indo-European languages........................ 236
4.2.1. Sample of languages............................................................. 236
4.2.2. Typology of reflexive markers............................................. 237
4.2.2.1. Introduction......................................................................... 237
4.2.2.2. Types of reflexive markers................................................ 238
4.2.2.3. Distribution of the types of reflexive markers.............. 240
4.2.3. Range of variation in reflexives......................................... 243
4.2.3.1. Reversible reflexives of formal class I ............................ 243
4.2.3.1.1. Subjective reflexives........................................................ 243
4.2.3.1.1.1. Semantic reflexives........................................................ 245
4.2.3.1.1.2. ‘Partitive object’ reflexives.......................................... 246
4.2.3.1.1.3. ‘Absolute’ reflexives..................................................... 249
4.2.3.1.1.4. Autocausative reflexives ............................................. 251
4.2.3.1.1.5. Reciprocal reflexives..................................................... 253
4.2.3.1.1.6. Deaccusative reflexives................................................ 256
4.2.3.1.2. Objective reflexives...................................................... 257
4.2.3.1.2.1. Decausative reflexives.................................................. 257
4.2.3.1.2.2. Quasi-passive reflexives................................................ 261
4.2.3.1.2.3. The reflexive passive .................................................. 266
4.2.3.1.2.4. Reflexives with A10........................................................ 271
4.2.3.1.2.5. Converse reflexives ..................................................... 271
4.2.3.1.2.6. Modal-deagentive reflexives....................................... 273



Contents XV

4.2.3.1.2.7. The reflexive impersonal............................................. 275
4.2.3.1.2.8. Reflexive-causative reflexives .................................... 280
4.2.3.1.3. Transitive reflexives with retained syntactic structure 282
4.2.3.1.4. Reflexives derived from intransitive verbs.................... 282
4.2.3.1.4.1. The reflexive impersonal............................................. 283
4.2.3.1.4.2. Modal-deagentive reflexives....................................... 288
4.2.3.1.4.3. Intransitive reflexives with retained syntactic struc-

ture................................................................................. 289
4.2.3.1.5. Dative transitive reflexives............................................. 290
4.2.3.2. Reflexives of secondary types ........................................... 296
4.2.3.2.1. Reflexives with complex formatives ............................ 298
4.2.3.2.2. Denominal reflexives ...................................... 298
4.2.3.2.3. Formally non-reversible reflexives ............................... 299
4.2.3.2.4. Semantically non-reversible reflexives ......................... 300
4.2.4. General remarks ............................................................ 3qq
4.3. Reflexives in non-Indo-European languages......................... 301
4.3.0. Introductory....................................................... 3qI
4.3.1. Sample of languages........................................................ 302
4.3.2. Typology of reflexive markers.............................................. 302
4.3.2.1. Types of reflexive markers................................. 302
4.3.2.2. Distribution of the types of reflexive markers.............. 304
4.3.3. Range of variation in reflexives......................................... 307
4.3.3.1. Reversible reflexives of formal class I............................ 309
4.3.3.1.1. Subjective reflexives................................................ 309
4.3.3.1.1.1. Semantic reflexives.................................................. 309
4.3.3.1.1.2. ‘Partitive object’ reflexives....................................... 312
4.3.3.1.1.3. ‘Absolute’ reflexives..................................................... 314
4.3.3.1.1.4. Autocausative reflexives ............................................. 315
4.3.3.1.1.5. Reciprocal reflexives..................................................... 317
4.3.3.1.1.6. Deaccusative reflexives................................................ 318
4.3.3.1.2. Objective reflexives....................................................... 319
4.3.3.1.2.1. Decausative reflexives............................................. 319
4.3.3.1.2.2. Quasi-passive reflexives................................................ 324
4.3.3.1.2.3. The reflexive passive .................................................. 325
4.3.3.1.2.4. The reflexive impersonal............................................. 329
4.3.3.1.2.5. Converse reflexives ..................................................... 332
4.3.3.1.2.6. Reflexive-causative reflexives .................................... 334
4.3.3.1.3. Transitive reflexives........................................................ 335
4.3.3.1.4. Reflexives with retained syntactic structure................. 338
4.3.3.2. Non-reversible reflexives............................................ 339



XVI Contents

4.3.3.3. Denominal reflexives
4.3.4. General remarks 
4.4. Typological classification of systems of reflexives
4.4.1. Typology of syntactic classes of reflexives
4.4.2. Typology of semantic classes of reflexives
4.4.2.1. Semantic classes of subjective reflexives
4.4.2.2. Semantic classes of objective reflexives
4.4.2.3. Typology of word-building and grammatical functions

of reflexive markers
4.5. General conclusion on the typology of reflexives  
Notes to Chapter Four

Summary

Questionnaire on reflexives

Sources of material

Bibliography

Appendix

Index of languages 

Index of names 

Index of terms


