
CONTENTS 
. , PAGE INTRODUCTION by Winifred Gérin vii 

CHAPTER I 
Description of Keighley and its neighbourhood—Haworth Parsonage 

and Church—Tablets of the Brouté family » . . i 

CHAPTER II 
Characteristics of Yorkshiremen—Manufactures of the West Riding 

—Descendants of the Puritans—A characteristic incident— 
Former state of the country—Isolated country houses—Two 
Yorkshire squires—Rude sports of the people—Rev. William 
Grimshaw, Curate of Haworth—His opinion and treatment of 
his parishioners—The " arvills," or funeral feasts—Haworth 
Field-Kirk—Church-riots at Haworth on the appointment of 
Mr. Redhead as Perpetual Curate—Arrival of Mr. Brontë at 
Haworth .......... ö 

CHAPTER III 
The Rev. Patrick Brontë—His marriage with Miss Branweli of 

Penzance—Social customs in Penzance—The Branweli family 
—Letters of Miss Branweli to Mr. Brontë—Marriage of Mrs 
Brontë—Thornton, the birth-place of Charlotte Brontë—Re­
moval to Haworth—Description of the Parsonage—The people 
of Haworth—-The Brontë family at Haworth—Early training of 
the little Brontës—Characteristic anecdotes of Mr. Brontë— 
Death of Mrs. Brontë—Village scandal—Studies of the Brontë 
family—Mr. Bronte's account of his children 21 

CHAPTER IV 
Miss Branweli comes to Haworth—Account of Cowan's Bridge 

(howoods School and the Rev. Carus Wilson—Originals of 
" Miss Scatcherd," " Helen Burns," and " Miss Temple "—Out­
break of fever in the school—Characteristics of the Brontë 

i sisters—Deaths of Maria and Elizabeth Brontë « • • 3? 
xvii 

1 f 



Contents 

CHAPTER V 
The old servant Tabby—Patrick Branwell Brontë—Charlotte 

Bronte's catalogue of her juvenile productions, with specimen 
page—Extract from the introduction to Tales of the Islanders— 
History of the year 1829—Charlotte's taste for Art—Extracts 
from other early writings in MS.—Charlotte's mental tenden­
cies and home duties—A strange occurrence at the Parsonage— 
A youthful effusion in verse 

CHAPTER VI 
Personal description of Charlotte Bronte—Miss Wooler's school at 

Roe Head—OakweE HaE and its legends—Charlotte's first 
appearance at school—Her youthful character and poHtical 
feeUngs—School days at Miss Wooler's—Mr. Cartwright and 
the Luddites—Mr. Roberson of Heald's HaE—Chapel scenes 
and other characteristics of Heckmondwike and GomersaU • 

CHAPTER VII 
Charlotte Brontë leaves school, and returns home to instruct her 

sisters—Books at the Parsonage—A dreary winter—Letters to a 
friend visiting London for the first time—On the choice of books 
—On dancing—Character and talents of BranweU Brontë— 
Plans for his advancement—Prospect of separation . • 

CHAPTER VIII 
Charlotte as teacher at Miss Wooler's school—Emily's home-sickness 

—Letters indicative of Charlotte's despondency and melancholy 
—The sisters at home—Winter evenings at Haworth—Charlotte 
writes to Southey, and BranweE to Wordsworth—BranweE's 
letter and verses—Prospect of losing the society of a friend— 
Charlotte's correspondence with Southey—Letter written in a 
state of despondency—Accident to the old servant, and char­
acteristic kindness of the Brontes—Symptoms of illness in 
Anne Brontë—Charlotte's first proposal of marriage—Charlotte 
and Anne go out as governesses—Experiences of governess life 
—Advent of the first Curate at Haworth—A second proposal of 
marriage—A visit to the sea-side ...... 



Contents 

CHAPTER IX PAGE 
Branwell Brontë still at home—Miss Branwell and her nieces—Plan 

of keeping a school—Charlotte commences her first story—The 
Curates at Haworth—Charlotte's sentiments on marriage—She 
seeks and obtains a situation as governess • * • .122 

CHAPTER X 
Second experience of governess life—Project of a school revived, and 

plans for its realisation—Miss Wooler's offer of her school 
declined . »•••••* 133 

CHAPTER XI 
Mr. Brontë accompanies his daughters to Brussels—Charlotte's im­

pressions of the place—The Pensionnat of Madame Héger and 
its inmates—M. Héger's method of teaching French—Char­
lotte's exercises in French composition—Her impressions of the 
Belgians—Arrangements of the Pensionnat—Charlotte's conduct 
as English teacher—Loss of a young friend—Death of Miss 
Branwell, and return to Haworth—M. Héger's letter to Mr. 
Brontë , », 145 

CHAPTER XII 
Charlotte returns to Brussels—Her account of Carnival and Lent— 

Solitariness of the Englisn teacher in the Pensionnat—Her devoir 
" Sur la nom de Napoleon "—Depression, loneliness, and home­
sickness—Estrangement from Madame Héger, and return to 
Haworth—Traits of in T> dn as»-—'Emily and her dog " Keeper ** » 168 

CHAPTER XIII 
Blan of school-keeping revived and abandoned—Deplorable conduct 

of Branwell Brontë and its consequences • » * 



Contents 

CHAPTER XIV PAGE 
Publication of the Poems of Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell—Letter 

to Miss Wooler—Preparation for publishing the sisters* first 
fictions—Letter of advice to a young friend • • «. • 19® 

CHAPTER XV 
Mr. Brontë afflicted with blindness, and relieved by a successful 

operation for cataract—Charlotte Bronte's first work of fiction, 
The Professor—She commences Jane Eyre—Circumstances 
attending its composition—Her ideas of a heroine—Her attach­
ment to home—Haworth in December—A letter of confession 
and counsel ••••••••• 209 

CHAPTER XVI 
State of Charlotte Bronte's health at the commencement of 1847— 

Family trials—Wuthering Heights and Agnes Grey accepted by a 
publisher—The Professor rejected—Completion of Jane Eyre, its 
reception and publication—The reviews of Jane Eyre, and the 
author's comments on them—Her father's reception of the book 
—Public interest excited by Jane Eyre—Dedication of the 
second edition to Mr. Thackeray—Correspondence of Currer Bell 
with Mr. Lewes on Jane Eyre—Publication of Wuthering Heights 
and Agnes Grey—Miss Brontë's account of the authoress of 
Wuthering Heights—Domestic anxieties of the Bronte sisters— 
Currer Bell's correspondence with Mr. Lewes—Unhealthy state 
of Haworth—Charlotte Bronte on the revolutions of 1848—Her 
repudiation of authorship—Anne Bronte's second tale, The 
Tenant of Wildfell Hall—Misunderstanding as to the individu­
ality of the three Bells, and its results—Currer and Acton Bell 
visit London—Charlotte Brontë's account of her visit—The 
Chapter Coffee House—The Clergy Daugnters' School at Caster-
ton—Death of Branweil Brontë—Illness and death of Emily 
Brontê 218 

CHAPTER XVII 
The Quarterly Review on Jane Eyre—Severe illness of Anne Brontë— 

Her last verses—She is removed to Scarborough—Her last hours, 
and death and burial there—Charlotte's return to Haworth, and 
her loneliness 259 



Contents 

CHAPTER XVIII PAGE 
Commencement and completion of Shirley—Originals of the char­

acters, and circumstances under which it was written—Loss on 
railway shares—Letters to Mr. Lewes and other friends on 
Shirley, and the reviews of it—Miss Bronte visits London, 
meets Mr. Thackeray, and makes the acquaintance of Miss 
Martineau—Her impressions of literary men .... 276 

CHAPTER XIX 
" Currer Bell " indentified as Miss Brontë at Haworth and the vicinity 

—Her letter to Mr. Lewes on his review of Shirley—Solitude and 
heavy mental sadness and anriet y—She visits Sir J. and Lady 
Kay Shuttleworth—Her comments on critics, and remarks on 
Thackeray's Pendennis and Scott's Suggestions on Female 
Education—Opinions of Shirley by Yorkshire readers . . 290 

CHAPTER XX 
An unhealthy spring at Haworth—Miss Bronte's proposed visit to 

London—Her remarks on The Leader—Associations of her walks 
on the moors—Letter to an unknown admirer of her works— 
Incidents of her visit to London—Her impressions of a visit 
to Scotland—Her portrait, by Richmond—Anxiety about her 
father . 301 

CHAPTER XXI 
Visit to Sir J. and Lady Kay Shuttleworth—The biographer's im­

pressions of Miss Brontë—Miss Bronte's account of her visit to 
the Lakes of Westmoreland—Her disinclination for acquaint­
ance and visiting—Remarks on Woman's Mission, Tennyson's 
In Memariam, etc.—Impressions of her visit to Scotland—Re­
marks on a review in the Palladium . • • • • 309 

CHAPTER XXII 
Intended republication of Wuthering Heights and Agnes Grey— 

Reaction after her visit to Scotland—Her first meeting with 
Mr. Lewes—Hex' opinion of Balzac and George Sand—A char-



Contents 

acteristlc incident—Account of a friendly visit to Haworth 
Parsonage—Remarks on The Roman, by Sydney Dobell, and on 
the character of Dr. Arnold—Letter to Mr. Dobell . . » 3*6 

CHAPTER XXIII 
Miss Brontë's visit to Miss Martineau, and estimate of her hostess— 

Remarks on Mr. Ruskin's Stones of Venice—Preparations for 
another visit to London—Letter to Mr. Sydney Dobell: the 
moors in autumn—Mr. Thackeray's second lecture at Willis's 
Rooms, and sensation produced by Currer Bell's appearance 
there—Her account of her visit to London—She breakfasts with 
Mr. Rogers, visits the Great Exhibition, and sees Lord West­
minster's pictures — Return to Haworth and letter thence— 
Her comment on Mr. Thackeray's Lecture—Counsel on develop­
ment of character ....... 32É> 

CHAPTER XXIV 
Remarks on friendship—Letter to Mrs. Gaskell on her and Miss 

Martineau's views of the Great Exhibition and Mr. Thackeray's 
lecture, and on the Saint's Tragedy—Miss Brontë's feelings 
towards children—Her comments on Mr. J. S. Mill's article on 
the Emanicipation of Women—More illness at Haworth Parson­
age—Letter on Emigration—Periodical returns of illness—Miss 
Wooler visits Haworth—.Miss Brontë's impressions of her visit 
to London—Her account ot the progress of ViUette—Her in­
creasing illness and sufferings during winter—Her letter on Mr. 
Thackeray's Esmond—Revival of sorrows and accessions of low 
spirits—Remarks on some recent books—Retrospect of the 
winter of 1851-2—Letter to Mrs. Gaskell on Ruth . . .34° 

CHAPTER XXV 
Miss Brontë revisits Scarborough—Serious illness and ultimate con­

valescence of her father—Her own illness—ViUette nearly com­
pleted—Further remarks on Esmond and Uncle Tom's Cabin— 
Letter respecting ViUette—Another letter about ViUette—More 
remarks on Esmond—Completion of Vitiate—Instance of 
extreme sensibility ........ 359 



Contents 

CHAPTER XXVI 
The biographer's difficulty—Deep and enduring attachment of Mr. 

Nicholls for Miss Brontë—Instance of her self-abnegation—She 
again visits London—Impressions of this visit—Letter to Mrs. 
Gaskell—Reception of the critiques on Villettt—Misunderstand­
ing with Miss Martineau—Letter on Mr. Thackeray's portrait— 
Visit of the Bishop of Ripon to Haworth Parsonage—Her wish to 
see the unfavourable critiques on her works—Her nervous shy­
ness of strangers, and its cause—Letter on Mr. Thackeray's 

CHAPTER XXVII 
Letter to Mrs. Gaskell on writing fiction, etc.—The biographer's 

account of her visit to Haworth, and reminiscences of conversa­
tions with Miss Brontë—Letters from Miss Brontë to her firiends 
—Her engagement to Mr. Nicholls, and preparations for the 
marriage—The marriage ceremony and wedding tour—Her 
happiness in the married state—New symptoms of illness, and 
their cause—The two last letters written by Mrs. Nicholls—An 
alarming change—Her death •••«.. 382 

CHAPTER XXVIII 
Mourners at the funeral—Conclusion 400 

INDEX 403 


