
CONTENTS

Acknowledgments ix

Abbreviations xi

Introduction 1

I. DEPTHS AND SURFACES

One. Modernism and the Aesthetics of Crisis 19

Two. Injunctions and Disjunctions 50

II. THE AESTHETICS OF SURFACE

Three. Language and Surface 93

Four. The Epistemology of Late Modernism 106

III. THE RECOVERY OF DEPTH

Five. A Map of Suspensiveness: Irony in the Postmodern Age

Six. Barthelme Unfair to Kierkegaard 166

Notes 189

Index 201

127


