
CONTENTS
BOOK I.

Chap. I. SHEWING the wholesome Uses drawn from 
O recording the Atchievements of those wonder

ful Productions of Nature called Great Men. 9

Chap. II. Giving an Account of as many of our Hero’s 
Ancestors as can be gathered out of the Rubbish of 
Antiquity, which hath been carefully sifted for that 
purpose. I3

Chap. III. The Birth, Parentage, and Education of Mr.
Jonathan Wild the Great. 15

Chap. IV. Mr. Wild’s first Entrance into the World. His
Acquaintance with Count La Ruse. 20

Chap. V. A Dialogue between young Master Wild and 
Count La Ruse, which, having extended to the 
Rejoinder, had a very quiet, easy, and natural Con
clusion. 24

Chap. VI. Farther Conferences between the Count and 
Master Wild, with other Matters of the great 
Kind. 30

Chap. VII. Master Wild sets out on his Travels, and 
returns home again. A very short Chapter, containing 
infinitely more Time and less Matter than any other in 
the whole Story. 34

Chap. VIII. An Adventure, where Wild, in the Division of 
the Booty, exhibits an astonishing Instance of Great
ness. 36



4 CONTENTS
Chap. IX. Wild pays a Visit to Miss Laetitia Snap. A 

Description of that lovely young Creature, and the 
successless Issue of Mr. Wild's Addresses. 40

Chap. X. A Discovery of some Matters concerning the 
chaste Laetitia, which must wonderfully surprize, and 
perhaps affect our Reader. 43

Chap. XI. Containing as great and as noble Instances of 
human Greatness ar are to be met with in ancient or 
modern History. Concluding with some wholesome 
Hints to the gay Part of Mankind. 46

Chap. XII. Further Particulars relating to Miss Tishy, 
which perhaps may not greatly surprize after the former. 
The Description of a very fine Gentleman. And a 
Dialogue between Wild and the Count, in which public 
Virtue is just hinted at, with, &c. 49

Chap. XIII. A Chapter, of which we are extremely vain 
and which indeed we look on as our Chef d’Oeuvre, 
containing a wonderful Story concerning the Devil, and 
as nice a Scene of Honour as ever happened. 54

Chap. XIV. In which the History of Greatness is con
tinued. 38

BOOK II.
Chap. I. Characters of silly People, with the proper Uses for 

which such are designed. 66

Chap. II. Great Examples of Greatness in Wild, shewn 
as well by his Behaviour to Bagshot, or in a Scheme 
laid first to impose on Heartfree by Means of the Count, 
and then to cheat the Count of the Booty. 71

Chap. III. Containing Scenes of Softness, Love and Honour, 
all in the great Style. 76



CONTENTS 5
Chap. IV. In which Wild, after many fruitless Endeavours 

to discover his Friend, moralizes on his Misfortune in a 
Speech, which may be of Use {if rightly understood) to 
some other considerable Speech-Makers. 83

Chap. V. Containing many surprizing Adventures, which 
our Hero, with great Greatness, atchieved. 86 

Chap.'' VI. Of Hats. / 92

Chap. VII. Shewing the Consequences, which attended 
Heartfreeh Adventures with Wild; all natural, and 
common enough to little Wretches, who deal with great 
Men; together with some Precedents of Letters, being the 
different Methods of answering a Dun. 95

Chap. VIII. In which our Hero carries Greatness to an 
immoderate Height. go

Chap. IX. More Greatness in Wild. A low Scene 
between Mrs. Heartfree and her Children, and a 
Scheme of our Hero, worthy the highest Admiration, and 
even Astonishment. 10a

Chap. X. Sea-Adventures very new and surprizing. 107

Chap. XI. The great and wonderful Behaviour of our
Hero in the Boat. t to

Chap. XII. Of Proverbs. A Chapter full of very 
cunning and curious Learning. 113

Chap. XIII. The strange, and yet natural Escape of our 
Hero. n6

Chap. XIV. The Conclusion of the Boat Adventure, and 
the End of the second Book. 1 ig

382



6 CONTENTS

BOOK .III.
Chap. I. The low and pitiful Behaviour ofHeartfree; and 

the foolish Conduct of his Apprentice. 123

Chap. II. A Soliloquy ofHeartfree’jj/h/Z of low and base
Ideas, without a Syllable of Greatness. i 26

Chap. III. Wherein our Hero proceeds in the Road to 
Greatness. 131

Chap. IV. In which a young Hero, of wonderful good 
Promise, makes his first Appearance, with many other 
great Matters. 135

Chap. V. More and more Greatness, unparallelled in 
History or Romance. 138

Chap. VI. The Event of Fireblood’j Adventure, and a 
Treaty of Marriage, which might have been concluded 
either at Smithfield or St. James's. 143

Chap. VII. Matters preliminary to the Marriage between
Mr. Jonathan Wild and the chaste Laetitia. 146

Chap. VIII. A Dialogue matrimonial, which passed be
tween Jonathan Wild Esquire, and Lætitia his 
Wife, on the Morning of the Day fortnight on which 
his Nuptials were celebrated', which concluded more 
amicably than those Debates generally do. 150

Chap. IX. Observations on the foregoing Dialogue, together 
with a base Design on our Hero, which must be detested 
by every Lover of Greatness. 157

Chap. X. Mr. Wild, with unprecedented Generosity, visits 
his Friend Heartfree, and the ungrateful Reception he 
met with. 161



CONTENTS 7
Chap. XI. A Scheme so deeply laid, that it shames all the 

Politics of this our Age; with Digression and Sub
digression. 165

Chap. XII. Elogiums on Constables, &c. And new In-
168

Chap. XIII. Something concerning Fireblood, which will 
surprize; and somewhat touching one of the Miss 
Snaps, which will greatly concern the Reader. 171

Chap. XIV. In which our Hero makes a Speech well 
worthy to be celebrated; and the Behaviour of one of the 
Gang, perhaps more unnatural than any other Part of 
this History. T

BOOK<IV.
Chap. I. A Sentiment of the Ordinary’s, worthy to be 

written in Letters of Gold; a very extraordinary In
stance of Folly in Friendly; and a dreadful Accident, 
which befel our Hero. 181

Chap. II. A short Hint concerning popular Ingratitude. 
Mr. Wild \ Arrival in the Castle, with other Occurrences 
to be found in no other History. 187

Chap. III. Curious Anecdotes relating to the History of 
Newgate. Igl

Chap. IV. The Dead-Warrant arrives for Heartfree; on 
which OccasionNilà. betrays some human Weakness. 197

Chap. V. The Arrival of a Person little expected; with 
other Matters. 200

Chap. VI. In which the foregoing happy Incident is 
accounted for. 204



8 CONTENTS
Chap. VII. Mrs. Heartfree begins to relate her Adven

tures. 207

Chap. VIII. In which Mrs. Heartfree continues the
Relation of her Adventures. 214

Chap. IX. A wonderful Chapter indeed-, which, to those 
who have not read many Voyages, may seem incredible-, 
and which the Reader may believe or not, as he 
pleases. 218

Chap. X. Containing Incidents very surprizing. 223 

Chap. XI. A horrible Uproar in the Gate. 230

Chap. XII. The Conclusion of Mrs. Heartfree’j Adven
tures. 233

Chap. XIII. The History returns to the Contemplation of 
Greatness. 239

Chap. XIV. A Dialogue between the Ordinary of New
gate and Mr. Jonathan Wild the Great: In which 
the Subjects of Death, Immortality, and other grave 
Matters are very learnedly handled by the former. 242

Chap. XV. Wild proceeds to the highest Consummation of 
human Greatness. 251

Chap. XVI. The Character of our Hero, and the Conclusion 
of this History. 256


