
Contents 

Foreword xi 
Preliminary Remarks xui 

i Introduction i 
A History and Current State of Research i 
B Origin and Forms of Ancient Arabic Poetry 6 
C Transmission and Authenticity of Pre- and Early Islamic 

Poetry 12 
D Sources of Our Knowledge of Pre- and Early Islamic Poetry 28 

1 Divans of Individual Poets 30 
2 Tribal Divans 30 
3 Anthologies 38 

a) Collections of Selected Qasidas 38 
a) al-Mu'allaqät 38 
ß) al-Mufaddaliyyät 45 
y) al-Asma'iyyät 46 
8) Jamharat a'shär al-'arab 47 

b) Thematically Arranged Anthologies 48 
a) Ma'änl Books 48 
ß) Books on the Merits, Shortcomings, Exploits and 

Much-Praised or Much-Maligned Qualities of the 
Ancient Arabs 51 

y) Books about Poetry Competitions 53 
5) Anthological Collections of Pre- and Early Islamic 

Poetry according to Groups of People or Common 
Themes 54 

e) Poetry Collections according to Forms and 
Tfpes 56 

Ç) Hamcisa Works 57 
Y\ ) Other Collections of Selected Poems 65 

4 Adab Works as Sources of Our Knowledge of Arabic 
Poetry 72 
a) Amali Works 73 
b) Nawädir Works 75 

5 Collections of Individual Verses or Fragments 79 
6 Biographical Sources 81 

a) Collective Works about Poets 82 



Vili CONTENTS 

b) Biographies or Directories of Poets by Name or by 
Personal Characteristics 86 

c) Books about Women Poets 90 
E The Theory of Poetry 91 

i l  Pre- and Early Islamic Period until around 50/670 97 
A The "Six Poets" and the Poets of the (7 and 9) Mu'allaqät 97 
B "Robber Poets" (sa'älik, lusüs) 118 
C Poets in the Syrian-Palestinian Region, in Southern Iraq and 

Northern Najd 128 
D Poets in and around al-Hira 145 
E Poets on the Lower Euphrates, Persian Gulf, Eastern Arabia and 

the Yamâma 161 
F Poets in Central Arabia and in the Borderlands of the Hejaz and 

Yemen 177 
G Hejaz 213 

1 Poets in the Hejaz and Its Borderlands 213 
2 Poets in and from Mecca and Its Surroundings 230 
3 Poets in and from Yathrib/Medina and Surroundings 241 
4 Poets in and around al-Tä'if 251 

H Poets in and from South Arabia 255 
I Women Poets 261 

HI Early Islam and the Umayyad Period 266 
A Syria, Egypt and Iraq 266 

1 Poets around the Umayyad Caliphs and Their Governors 266 
2 Poets in the Cities and Rural Areas of Syria and Iraq 282 
3 Alids, Khärijites, Zubayrids and Their Followers 289 
4 Jarir, al-Farazdaq and Their Circle 298 
5 Rajaz Poets 306 

B Poets between Iraq and Persia 312 
C Lower Euphrates, Persian Gulf, Yamäma and Central Arabia 317 

1 "Tribal Poets" 317 
2 "Love Poets" 324 
3 "Robber Poets" 334 

D Hejaz and Neighbouring Territories 337 
1 "Tribal", "Lave", and "Robber"Poets 337 
2 Poets in orfrom Mecca 345 



CONTENTS IX 

3 Poets in orfrom Medina 350 
4 Poets in orfrom al-Tâ'if 357 

E South Arabia 359 

IV Poets under the Late Umayyads and the 'Abbäsids 361 
A The "Poets of the Two Dynasties" 367 

1 Hejaz, Central and Southern Arabia, Syria and Egypt 367 
2 Iraq and Persia 376 

a) Poets with Uncertain Backgrounds or Unknown Places 
of Origin 376 

b) Poets from or in Basra 377 
c) Poets from or in Kufa 386 
d) Poets in Persia 391 

B Poets in the 'Abbäsid Period 392 
1 Syria 392 

a) Poets in the Cities of Syria (Except Aleppo) and the 
Countryside 392 

b) Sayfaddawla and His Circle 396 
2 Iraq 419 

a) Poets in Basra 419 
b) Poets of Basran Origin in Baghdad 423 
c) Poets in Kufa 436 
d) Poets of Kufan Origin in Baghdad 437 
e) Poets of Various Origin Who Were (Also) Active in 

Baghdad 446 
f) Poets in Baghdad and Samarra 471 

a) Poet-Members of Some Well-Known Families, 
Mostly from Baghdad 501 

jj) Divans of Some Philologists from Basra, Kufa and 
Baghdad, Based on Information in Ibn al-Nadlm 
and Other Sources 509 

y) Other Kätib Poets 510 
S) Women Poets in Baghdad 518 

g) Poets in or from Mosul 519 
h) Poets from Various Other Places in Iraq 522 

3 Poets in Persia 524 
4 Poets in the Hejaz and Yemen 537 
5 Poets in Egypt and North Africa 540 
6 Poets in Spain 547 

a) The Marwânids as Poets 556 



X CONTENTS 

b) Poets in the 2nd/8th Century and under 
Abdarrahmän Ii (206/822-238/852) 558 

c) Poets under the Emirs Muhammad i, al-Mundhir, and 
Abdallah 561 

d) Poets in the Reign of Abdarralimän ili 564 
e) Poets under al-Hakam 11, the Amirids and the Early 

Petty Kings 569 
f) Other Statesmen and Viziers as Poets 580 
g) Other Fuqaha' as Poets 581 
h) Women Poets 582 

Bibliography 585 
Index of Authors 592 
Index of Book Titles 639 
Index of Modern Authors, Editors, Publishers 661 
Addenda 671 
Corrigenda 672 


