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InTRODUCTION: RELATION OF THE MIsSIONARY TO BANTU

CHAPTER

RELIGION

Theme: An intelligent comprehension of the true inwardness
of the indigenous religion is essential to the eﬁicxcncy of Euro-
peans (especially missionaries) who are working in Africa for
the uplift of the tribesmen; without this knowledge they may
harm those whom they earnestly desire to help.

A craftsman must know his materials as well as his tools .
Missionaries must study African religion .

Jesus came to fulfil, not to destroy .

Supercilious Europeans

Christianity, not a foreign rehglon ;

Insight into heathenism helpful in Church Dlsczphne
Sp!r:tual pathology ;

Ritual is a variety of the vernacular .

I. ANCESTOR-SPIRITS

For the study of Bantu religion, our first need is to learn
what we can of the Bantu way of thinking of the incarnate
soul and the discarnate spirit.

Religion, the basis of Bantu life

Survival after death .

Origin of the idea

Inattention to the nature of the soul and its after-life

Native reticence

Immortality

Nature of the soul :

Distinction between “soul” and ¢ ‘spirit”

Is the soul born with the body?

The soul, a counterpart of the body .

The soul, a miniature of the man

Spirits of cattle . ;

Resurrection of the body .

Destruction of the body
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II. REVELATION BY ANCESTOR-SPIRITS

Having obtained a general idea of what the Bantu mean by
the souls of the living and the spirits of the dead, we proceed to
examine their conception of the relation between living men and
the worshipful dead. The first step in this inquiry is to discover
the ways in which the spirits of the dead are thought to reveal
their will to the living.

Revelation in dreams
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Revelation by divination
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III. ANCESTOR-WORSHIP

The second step in our inquiry is to ascertain what events
move the Bantu to seck the help of these divinities; for the na-
ture of these events is indicative of the character and extent of
the influence of the gods upon the everyday life of the people.
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IV. MODES OF ANCESTOR-WORSHIP

The third step in our inquiry is to dlscover what the Bantu
think they can do to secure the help of these divinities; or, in
other words, what places are sacred to the gods, and what sym-
bols, rites, etc., are thought to win their favour.
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V. ANCESTOR-WORSHIP AND CHRISTIANITY

Equipped with this knowledge, we gain some insight into the
soul of the worshipper; and so we proceed to gauge the grip of
his religion upon his ethics, the meaning that he gives to his
rites and symbols, the inner discontents, yearnings and satisfac-
tions that are betokened by his behaviour, and the extent to
which his old religion has prepared him to receive Christianity,
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