VII

CONTENTS

Page
PrefaCe oov cvr cee it iee ee ee ee e eee e een e e s e s e 11
CHAPTER I. FIRST FINDS AND FIRST STUDIES ... ... .o cov vhe con 3
1. The ossuaries of Batnel-Hawa ... ... ... ... ... 3
9 The ossuaries of Talpiot ... ... «.. cco oo evoen 19
3. The Tombs of Sanhedria . e e e 2T
4, A Sacred Grotto at Bethany 28
5. The lamellae of Amwas, Aleppo Belrut
Naples and Kertsch . 31
6. Two letters on papyrus and a palchment
booklet .. et e e ii e ... 38
The letter of Bar Kokhba e e e e .. 38
Letter of Gabriel, “Sinner” ... ... ... ... ... 41
A booklet in Aramaic ... ... ... . 42
7. Stone mscrlptlons from Syrla and Trans-
[0 s L) + P R LRI 44
CyAPTER II. THE NEW DISCOVERIES . e e e e e e e 46
1. The Jewish Christian Burial Ground of “Do-
minus Flevit” ... ... ... ... . . AT
The excavatwns ORI I {
Interpretation of the dwco'vemes ......... 51
The definitive publication of results ... ... 56
Agreement and dissent . e eee eee ... DB
A romantic element enters e et e e . B0

Value of the discovery ... ... ... ... ... ... 61



CHAPTER III.

2. The excavations at Nazareth ... ... ... ... ...

An atmosphere of dismay and doubt ... ...
Clarification by excavation ... ... ... ... ...
Some details of the excavation. .. e s
The definitive publication of results ... ...

3. The funerary symbols of Khirbet Kilkish ...

Clandestine diggings ... ..
Genuineness of the items found, .........

4. The millenarian tomb and the ossuaries of
Bethphage ... ... ...

5. The mosaic of Bet ha-Sltta .

6. The lamella of the Qil of Faith .

The definitive publication of result ......
Milil’s intervention ... ... ..

The manuscript of ‘Abd el-J abbar
8. The excavations at Capernaum ... ... ... ... ...

~1

THE PUBLICATIONS .

1. General résumé of the finds ... ... ... ... ... ...
The custom of exhuming .
Meaning of the term “proselyte” .........
The purpose of exhumation ... ... ... ...
Concurrence of Fr. Daniélow ... ... ... ...

2. The symbolism of the Judaeo-Christians ... ...
Contents of the book . .
Opinions and approval of the experts

3. The Church of the Circumcision ... ... ... ...
Contents of the book .
Criticism and ommons of the experts

4. New studies on Dura-Europos ... ... ... ... ...

Prayers of Christian origin ... ... ... ... ...
Christian artists ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

79
83

85
88
90
98

100

105

105
108
109
110
111
112
113
117
126
127
130
138

141
143



IX

Page

5. Studies of other pilaces ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 147

Towns divided in two ... .. R ¥ Y

The Church of the Samamt(ms vee een ... 154

CHAPTER 1V. THE MAIN RESULTS ... ... ... cceoei wor e oo ... 156
1. Origin of the Christian shrines ... ... ... ... ... 156

Double tradition on the shrmes ......... 157

The Jewish Christian apocrypha ... ... ... 159

The mystic character of three shrines ... 160

The mystic grotto of Bethlehem ... ... ... 162

The mystic grotto of Calvary ... ... ... 165

The skull at the foot of the cross ... ... ... 169

Profanations by pagans ... .. ee oo 170

The mystic grotto on Mount Olwet ...... 171

2. Results relative to ecumenism ... ... ... ... ... 173

1070303 310151 0 PO I (3
BIBLIOGRAPHY ... ... ... ci cot et cet et eir et e eee ee eee e 178
INDEX OF NAMES ... ... oot oo crt it vir en et eee eee ee een . 187
INDEX OF SUBJECTS . tiv cer vt ver oo et aee e e e e e 190
LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS ... ..eeit tir vir i eet eee e e eee oo 194

PUBLICATIONS OF THE STUDIUM BIBLICUM FRANCISCANUM ... ... ... 196



