Contents

Notes on contributors vii
Acknowledgements ix
1 Introduction 1

JULIA BRANNEN, SUZAN LEWIS, ANN NILSEN AND
JANET SMITHSON

2 Qualitative methodology in cross-national research 11
JANET SMITHSON AND JULIA BRANNEN

3 Theorising the individual-structure dynamic 30
ANN NILSEN AND JULIA BRANNEN

4 Young people’s perspectives on the future 48
JULIA BRANNEN AND ANN NILSEN

5 Into work: job insecurity and changing psychological
contracts 69
SUZAN LEWIS, JANET SMITHSON AND CLARISSA KUGELBERG

6 Young people’s awareness of gendered realities 89
PAT O’CONNOR, JANET SMITHSON AND MARIA DAS DORES
GUERREIRO

7 Imagining parenthood and employment: connected or
disconnected worlds? 116
JULIA BRANNEN, CLARISSA KUGELBERG, MARIA DAS DORES

GUERREIRO AND JANET SMITHSON



vi  Contents

Into parenthood: young people’s sense of entitiement
to support for the reconciliation of employment and
family life

SUZAN LEWIS, JANET SMITHSON AND MARIA DAS DORES
GUERREIRO

‘Most choices involve money’: different pathways
to adulthood

ANN NILSEN, MARIA DAS DORES GUERREIRO AND

JULIA BRANNEN

Appendix I: Tables
Appendix II: Focus-group guidelines
Index

140

162

185
189
193




