Contents

Foreword v

Acknowledgments vi

Abstract vii

List of Acronyms viii

Overview and Summary 1

1 Health Systems in Transition Countries in the Europe and Central Asia Region 11
Context 11

Key Issues 19
Embarking On Reform 26
Notes 33

2 The Bank’s Health-Sector Experience and Lessons for Future Work 35
What Has the ECA Region Done So Far in Health? 35

Rationale for Bank Involvement 41

Lessons Learned So Far and Challenges for the Future 41
3 Sector Assistance Strategy 45

The Task 45

The External Strategy 45
The Internal Strategy 51

Referemces 57
Data Annex 59

Map Europe and Central Asia—World Bank Health Projects 86

Boxes
1 Tobacco 15
2 Health Status in the Russian Federation: An Official View 16

3 Why Women’s Health? 17
4 Public Health Focus for the Medium Term 47

1l



iv A Health Sector Strategy for the Eutope and Central Asia Region

Figures
1.1 Probability for Males 15 of Death by Age 65 (50q15) by GDP per Capita for FSEs and EMEs in the
Early 1990’ 12
1.2 Hospital Capacity by Geographic Region, Around 1990 12
1.3 Reduction in Real Public Spending for Health (1990-1993) 13
1.4 Immunization Coverage and Incidence of Measles in FYR Macedonia, 1987-1994 15
2.1 Average Project Completion Cost For HNP and Other Sectors in the ECA Region, by Year 39
2.2 Trust Funds as Percentage of Administrative Budget, ECA Region, by Sector and Year 39
2.3 ECA-HNP/AII Sectors Average-$Lent/$Spent 40
2.4 ECA-Spending on Sector Work, FY96$m, FY86-FY96 40

Tables
1.1 Transition Countries of Europe and Central Asia: Real Growth Rates in GDP 13

1.2 Hospital Beds per 1,000 People in Eastern Europe and the Former Soviet Union and Selected OECD
and Newly Industrialized Nations, 1990-95 24

1.3 Physicians per 1,000 People in Eastern Europe and the Former Soviet Union and Selected OECD and
Newly Industrialized Nations, 1990-95 24

2.1 Number and Value of all Loans and HNP Loans In Europe and Central Asia Region 38



