Contents

List of Tables
Foreword
Prologue
Preface

I. The American Black Male
Historical Concept
Black Perspective
Non-Black Perspective
Extreme Views
Complexity of Crime and Race
Profile of Black Male Offender in Federal Prison

H. Selective Explanations of Crime and Criminality
Theoretical Explanations
Classical Theories of Criminality
Biological Theories of Criminality
Psychological Theories of Criminality
Sociological Theories of Criminality
Empirical Explanations
The Generality of Deviance Thesis
A Brief History of the American Prison System
American Prisons in Contemporary Society

I11. The Frame of Reference and Methodology



Subcultural Influences 76

Methodology 80
Data Sources 81
The Setting 81
The Sample 81
A Brief Overview of the Federal Prison System 82
A Portrait of the Federal Prisoner 83
Mechanics of Inquiry 84
Conducting Research in Prison: The POI’s Role as a

Researcher and a Staff Member 86
Ethical Considerations 89
Analysis of Prior Convictions 89
Measurement of Variables 90

IV. Analysis of Conviction History, Socio-Demographics

£

and Social Psychological Characteristics 96
Total Sample 96
Subgroup Analysis 98
Summary 103

V. Analysis of Personal Interviews 115
Repeat Drug Offenders and Mixed Multiple
Offenders 115

Self-Concept and Identities 115

Life History Problems 122

Personal Relationship Problems 140

Life-Style 143

Patterns of Deviance and Attitudes 161

Reactions to the Criminal Justice System and

Labeling 175

World View 188
First-time Offenders 191

Self-Concept and Identities 191

Life History Problems 193

Personal Relationship Problems 200

Life-Style 201

Patterns of Deviance and Attitudes 204



Reactions to the Criminal Justice System and
Labeling
World View
VI. Summary, Conclusions, and Implications
References

Index

About the Authors

209
215

219

245

259

263



List of Tables

Table 1.1

Table 4.1

Table 4.2

Table 6.1

Rate (per 100,000 U.S. resident population
in each group) of sentenced male prisoners
under jurisdiction of State and Federal cor-
rectional authorities, United States, 2001

Distribution of Inmates by Offender Type
and Socio-demographic Characteristics

Distribution of Inmates by Offender Type
and Social Psychological Characteristics

Fitting Offender Types to Appropriate Cor-
rectional Treatment Techniques

16

105

111

244



