Contents

Preface ix

Acknowledgments  xvii

PART 1
The Orthodox Stance

The Form of Solemnization of Matrimony (1559) 3

An Homily of the State of Matrimony (1563) 11

Selections from The Law’s Resolutions of Women'’s Rights (1632) 27
PART 11

Humanist Traditions

Erasmus, In Laud and Praise of Matrimony, trans. Richard Taverner
(15367), and Defense of His Declamation in Praise of Marriage (1519),
trans. David Sider (1991) 65

Juan Luis Vives, Selections from The Instruction of a Christian Woman,
trans. Richard Hyrde (15292), and The Office and Duty of an Husband,
trans. Thomas Paynell (15557) 97

PART III
Puritan Views

Philip Stubbes, Selections from A Crystal Glass for
Christian Women (1591) 139

William Perkins, Selections from Christtan Economy: or, A Short Survey
of the Right Manner of Erecting and Ordering a Family According to the
Scriptures, trans. Thomas Pickering (1609) 151



PART IV
Women at Home

Eucharius Roeslin, Selections from The Birth of Mankind, otherwise
named The Woman’s Book, corrected and augmented by Thomas
Raynalde (1545)

Thomas Tusser, The Points of Housewifery (1580)

PART V
The Cavalier Lady

Richard Brathwaite, Selections from The English Gentlewoman (1631)

Jacques Du Bosc, Selections from The Complete Woman (1639)

PART VI
One Woman’s Voice

Dorothy Leigh, Selections from Tke Mother’s Blessing (1616)

Selected Bibliography 303
Index 315

177

205

233
257

287



