CONTENTS

INlustrations ix
Acknowledgments xi
Introduction xv

1. Prologue: Knowledge as a Public Utility: The
Movement for Free Libraries 3

Part I. Missionaries of the Book: 1876—-1900

2. The Centennial Consensus: 1876 17
3. Debate and Division: The 1880s 29
4. Pivot of Change: 1890-1900 41
5. Freedom of Access: 1890-1900 51
6. Censorship, Freedom, and Professional Autonomy: A
Theoretical Review 69

Part II. Structures of Ambivalence: 19001922

7. The Librarian as a Censor: 1900-1908 79
8. Erosion: 1908-1917 99
9. War and Peace: 1914-1922 109

Part III. From Secular to Sacred: 1923-1939
10. The Critical Shift: 1923-1930 127
11. Without Dust or Heat: 1930-1935 147
12. Facing Armageddon: 1935-1939 159



viii Contents

13. Conclusions and Theoretical Implications
Notes
Bibliographical Essay

Index

181
193
219
223



ILLUSTRATIONS

Figures

6.1 Librarians’ Positions on Censorship and Freedom,
Idealistic and Pragmatic Versions, 18761900
8.1 Elitism and Populism: Conservative and Liberal
Versions, 1900-1914
10.1 Librarians’ Positions on Censorship and Freedom:
Idealistic and Pragmatic Versions, 1923-1931

Tables

7.1 ALA Catalog, 1904, and Fiction Catalog, 1908:
Convergences in Exclusion of Novels

7.2 ALA Catalog, 1904, and Fiction Catalog, 1908:
Variations in Exclusion of Novels

Documents

12.1 The Des Moines Library’s Bill of Rights
12.2 The American Library Association Library’s Bill of Rights

75
107

144

94

96

174
175



