| Contents

List of Figures xi
Acknowledgements xii

Introduction: anti-racist social work as
contested terrain 1

The shifting terrain of racist dynamics and

anti-racism 7
Introduction 7
Defining racism and unpacking racist dynamics 7
Muitidimensional racist dynamics 12
Racialisation as a socially constructed process 17
Reflecting upon unitary identities 22
The changing faces of racism 26
Barriers to anti-racist approaches: wheel of avoidance

strategies 28
Racist dynamics permeate social work policies and

practice 31
Anti-racist social work 33
Putting it into practice 35
Further reading 35

2 Roacialised identities 36

Introduction 36
Identity formation involves power relations 36
Identity and organisational change 41
‘Othering’ difference 42
Unitary identities permeate social work practice,

education and theories 44
Narratives of belonging and ownership of place and

space 50
Racialised power relations in configuring responses

to ‘difference’ 53

vii



viii | Anti-racist social work

Racialised identities in popular discourses 56
Putting it into practice 62
Further reading 62
3 Deconstructing racist policies and practices
in social work 63
Racial inequalities in the British welfare state 63
Racism impedes social work’s capacity to promote
well-being 71
Shifting educational frameworks 75
(Re)engaging in anti-racist social work 81
New directions for the social work curriculum 84
Putting it into practice 85
Further reading 85
4 Anti-racist social work with children and families 86
Introduction 86
Configuring the black family 87
White social workers’ intervention with black children 94
Fear of ‘race’ issues leads to inappropriate interventions
for black children 100
Clientising black women through interactive processes:
sexism and racism 105
Social workers’ legacies of oppression 108
Social work intervention with young black people 109
Conclusions 112
Putting it into practice 113
Further reading 113
5 Anti-racist social work with adults and older people 114
Introduction 114
Vulnerability and dependency 116
Black elders are part of mainstream society 119
Social work interventions with older black people 121
Community care 126
Meeting the diverse needs of black elders from
different ethnic groups 128
Carers: a diverse group 130
Conclusions 135
Putting it into practice 136

Further reading 136



Contents | ix

6 Anti-racist social work with offenders 137
Introduction 137
Reconfiguring deviancy: who are black offenders? 139
Racialised profiling of offenders in the ‘war on terror’ 142
The state, justice and institutional atrocities 146
Employment in the criminal justice system 149
The criminal justice system discriminates against

black offenders 150
Institutional racism in the British criminal justice

system 151
Provisions for black offenders 152
Authoritarian welfarism and punitive approaches to

offenders 153
Returning offenders to society 155
Institutional racism and offences of racial hatred 159
Rehabilitation or punishment 160
Redistributive justice 161
Critiques of anti-racist approaches 162
Putting it into practice 164
Further reading 164

7 Anti-racist social work with (im)migraats,
asylum-seekers and refugees 165
Introduction 165
Shifting discourses on identity and immigration 167
Re-territorialising narratives of place and space 169
Language exclusion 174
Racist practices, (im)migrants, asylum-seekers and

refugees 176
Social work interventions with (im)migrants,

asylum-seekers and refugees 188
Scarce welfare provisions 189
Services to asylum seekers and refugees 190
Putting it into practice 194
Further reading 194

8 Anti-racist community work 196
Introduction 196
(Re)configuring difference in poor communities 198

Stereotyping communities: violence, crime and
substitution strategies 203



x | Contents

Resisting racial oppression, everyday life practices and

social structures 205
Social work interventions in communities 21
Social work interventions in instances of

inter-communal strife 215
Implicating personal lives in adverse constructions

of communities 218
Putting it into practice 219
Further reading 219

9 Conclusions: towords practice in a racially
equal society 220
Introduction 220
Transforming social work theories and practice 221
Anti-racist social work needs broader social change 222
Conclusion 226
Bibliography 228
Author index 256

Subject index 261



| Figures

1.1
1.2
1.3
2.1
4.1
5.1
6.1

Dimensions of racism
Racialised power relations
Wheel of avoidance strategies
Narratives of place and space
Convergent and divergent needs
Holistic cost-benefit analysis

Convergent and divergent needs amongst offenders

13
17
30
A) |
103
132
154

xi



