Contents

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 7ii

Introduction:
How Prussian Heroes Came to Dominate
Germany’s National Narrative 1

1.
The Past as History and Fiction 29

2.
Caste and Regional Identities 69

3.
From Frederick the Great to Old Fritz 97

4.
Explaining Jena 147

5.
The German People Arise—and Marry 199

Conclusion:
The Myth of a Common Past 267

Notes 273 BIBLIOGRAPHY 331 INDEX 345

v



