
Contents

Preface vii

Acknowledgments xi

About the Authors xiii

Introduction: A Point of Departure xv

Part I: Narrative Reality 1

1. Stories in Society 3
2. Forms of Analysis 15
3. Into the Field 27

Part II: Narrative Work 39

4. Activation 41
5. Linkage 55
6. Composition 69
7. Performance 81
8. Collaboration 93
9. Control 109

Part HI: Narrative Environments 123

10. Close Relationships 125
11. Local Culture 139
12. Status 149
13.Jobs 161
14. Organizations 173
15. Intertextuality 185

Part IV: Narrative Adequacy 199

16. What Is a Good Story? 201
17. Who Is a Good Storyteller? 211



Afterword: Stories Without Borders? 225

References 229

Credits 239

Author Index 241

Subject Index 245


