Contents

Preface vii
Acknowledgements xiii
List of Plates XV
List of Figures xvii
List of Tables xix
Introduction - 1

Chapter 1: Methodological and Sociological Issues of
the Survey 11

Chapter 2: Religious Experience in the Context of
Contemporary China 28

Chapter 3: Influence of Confucian Culture on Religious
Belief and Experience 50

Chapter 4: Christian Faith and its Effect on Religious
Experience 70

Chapter 5: Buddhism and the Religious Experience of
Urban Residents 96

Chapter 6: Folk Religion and Religious Experiences 117
Chapter 7: Gender and Religious Experiences of Rural

Residents 135
Chapter 8: Religiosity of the Religious, the
Non-religious and the Atheist 152

Chapter 9: Reflections on Religion and Religious
Experience in Britain and China 178



CONTENTS

Appendix I: Religious Experience among the
Han Chinese Questionnaire

Appendix Il: Assessing the Quality of Fieldwork
Bibliography
A Glossary of Chinese Characters

Index

194
246
257
263
267



