Contents

Acknowledgments ix
Introduction In the Denunciatory Tradition 1

1 Countermodernism

1 The Game of Slipknot 19

2 Toward a Sociology of Humor: Léon Gontran Damas and Body
Talk 67

3 Counterexertions: Theorizing the Francophone Condition 93

0 Counterstorytelling

4 Colonialism, Literary Tradition, and Counterstorytelling 103

5 Postscripts: Mariama Ba, Menopause, Epistolarity, and Postcolo-
nialism 126

6 Moroccan Independence: Status Inconsistency, Role Conflict, and
Consciousness in Tahar ben Jelloun’s The Sand Child 148

7 The Blossoming of the Undefined Self: Ken Bugul and Le Baobab

Jou 173

Il Counterconfession

8 Words Proffered in Pain: Gérard Etienne, Shame, and the Counter-
confession 213
Conclusion The Francophone: Coming out from under the Sign
of Persephone and “the Dark Night of the Postcolonial African
World” 266

Notes 277
Index 295



