
CONTENTS 

PREFACE ix 

LIST OF SOURCES xxiii 

EDITORIAL PROCEDURE xxv 

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S xxvi 

FACSIMILES xxvii 

L IBRETTO xxxi 

Overture 2 

T H E PROLOGUE 
Arioso (Cupid) Behold my arrows and my bow 10 
Song (Shepherdess,  Shepherd) & Chorus Come, shepherds all 12 
Song (Shepherdess, 2nd Shepherd) & Chorus The best of the Celestial Pow'rs 14 
Dialogue (Cupid, 3rd Shepherd) Courtiers, there is no faith in you 20 
Song (Cupid) & Chorus In these sweet groves 22 
Song (Cupid) Lovers, to the close shades retire 26 
Cupid's Entry 28 
Tune for Flutes 30 

 I 
Arioso (Adonis, Venus) Venus! Adonis! 32 
Hunters ' Music 36 
Song (Venus) Hark, hark, the rural music sounds 36 
Arioso (Adonis, Venus) Adonis will not hunt today 40 
Chorus Come follow to the noblest game 46 
Song (Huntsman) A mighty boar our spears and darts defies 48 
Arioso (Adonis) You who the slothful joys of city hate 50 
Chorus Lachne has fasten'd first 52 
A Dance by a Huntsman 58 
Act Tune 62 

 II 
Song (Cupid) You place with such delightful care 66 
Arioso (Venus, Cupid) Flattering boy 66 
The Cupids' Lesson (Cupid, Venus, the Little Cupids) 70 
Song (Cupid, the Little Cupids) Choose for the formal fool 74 
Arioso (Venus, Cupid) But Cupid, how shall I 76 
A Dance of Cupids 80 
Arioso (Venus, Cupid) Call the Graces 82 
Chorus Mortals below 86 
The Graces' Dance 90 
Gavatt 92 
Sarabrand for the Graces 94 
A Ground 94 
Act Tune 102 



ACT III 
Arioso (Venus, Adonis)  sighs 104 
Song (Venus) & Chorus With solemn pomp  
Chorus Mourn for thy servant  

NOTES  THE TEXTUAL COMMENTARY 121 

TEXTUAL COMMENTARY 122 


