Contents

Preface

1

A Mid-Life Crisis

Strapping in for Takeoff

Uncanny Guests and Rational Hosts

The Marxists: Whistling in the Dark?

The Enlightenment and its Post-Modernist Repudiators
Marxism and the Mid-Life Crisis

Key Remedial Tasks

A Privileged Birth

Getting a Grip

Argumentative Reprise and Signposts

Getting Down to Basics

Necessary Preliminaries

Space and Time as Contexts

Theoretical Reconstruction I: Elements of an
Anthropology

Argumentative Reprise and Signposts

Totalities

History and Purpose

Theoretical Reconstruction II: Totality, Structure and
Practice

Argumentative Reprise and Signposts

Basic Determinations

Theoretical Reconstruction III: Procreative Practice and
the Social Relations of Reproduction

Theoretical Reconstruction IV: The Structures of
Economic Practice

Social Formations in History

Argumentative Reprise and Signposts

A Global Reconstruction

The Subjects of History: A First Reconnaissance
Theoretical Reconstruction V: The Bases of Class
Theoretical Reconstruction VI: Centre, Periphery and
Articulation

Vil

54
74

76
76
86
103

106

106

129
153
166

168
168
170

193



viii

Contents

Argumentative Reprise and Signposts

6 Politics and Cognition
Theoretical Reconstruction VII: Political Practice and
the Problems of ‘Level’ and ‘Event’
Theoretical Reconstruction VIII: The Contents of
Cognitive Practice

7 Consciousness and the Marxist Assumption of
Proletarian Universality
Theoretical Reconstruction IX: Class and Other
Consciousnesses
A Final Argumentative Reprise

Notes

Bibliography

Index

218
221

222

252

288

289
330

335
367
385



