Contents

Preface page ix

1 INTRODUCTION 1
1 The East Germans and detente I

2 Where to begin? 7

2 DIE MAUER: 1961 9
1 The Wall 9

2 The GDR’s precarious foundations I

3 An optimal response? 17

4 The GDR’s dwindling options 21

5 The last resort taken 30

3 BUILDING AUTHORITY: 1962-1966 39
1 Living with the Wall 39

2 Turning inward 41

3 The limits of Western policy 47

4 Reining in the bloc 51

5 Growing self-confidence A 56

6 The limits of East German maneuverability 61

7 Maintaining stability 63

4 CRACKSINTHE MYTH OF STABILITY: 1967-1971 68
1 Towards a crisis in identity 68

2 Openings from the West 70

3 Restoring inter-German contacts 75

4 The domestic context 77

5 Fault lines within the bloc 83

vii



viii Contents

6 Domestic repercussions within the GDR 89
7 Crumbling foundations 93
8 The grand divide 98
9 The recourse to delimitation 106
10 Ulbricht’s final crisis 110

5 REDEFINING EAST GERMAN PRIORITIES:

1972-1978 116
1 New surroundings 116
2 Coming to terms with Berlin 118
3 Formalizing inter-German ties 122
4 Confronting the threat 125
5 Delineating East German boundaries 128
6 Abgrenzung and dividedness 135
7 The ambiguities of delimitation 139
8 A new security? 147
9 ‘World-open conditions’ 153

6 LOOKING OUTWARD: 1979-1984 161
1 Weighing detente’s future 161

2 Dividing detente 163

3 Poland intrudes 167

4 Picking up detente’s pieces 174

5 Restoring inter-German detente 178

6 The GDR ascendant 183

7 New complications 185

8 ‘Damage limitation’ 189

7 CONCLUSION 193
1 The GDR and detente 193
Notes 201
Bibliography 220

Index 229



