
Contents

Acknowledgments xii

Introduction 1

PART ONE

ATTITUDES TOWARDS SEXUALITY IN

THE WRITINGS OF PHILO OF ALEXANDRIA 2

1.1 Introduction: Issues in Reading Philo on Sexuality 2

1.2 Man and Woman: Beginning from Genesis 1-3 10

1.2.1 The Creation of Human Beings 11
1.2.1.1 Image, Genus, and Moulded from Clay 11
1.2.1.2 "Male and Female" 15
1.2.1.3 "Let us make" 16
1.2.1.4 Potentially Good 17
1.2.1.5 The Garden of Virtues 20
7.2.7.6 Conclusion 21

7.2.2 Woman and Man 21
7.2.2.7 The Creation of Woman (Gen 2:20-24) 21

1.2.2.1.1 The Creation of Woman in "On Creation" 21



CONTENTS

1.2.2.1.2 The Creation of Woman in

"Questions and Answers on Genesis" 26

1.2.2.1.3 The Creation of Woman in

"Allegorical Interpretation " and Beyond 29

1.2.2.1.4 Conclusion 30

7.2.2.2 Women and Gender Roles 31

7.2.2.3 Male and Female Identity 34

1.2.2.4 Male and Female in Human Psychology: Mind, Senses,

Passions 41

1.2.2.5 Woman in Perspective: A Summary Assessment 45

7.2.2.6 Sex 56

1.2.2.6.1 Pleasure in Procreation 56

1.2.2.6.2 Sex only for Procreation 61

7.2.5 The Danger of 'Pleasure (Gen 2:25 [3:1] -3:6) 66

7.2.3.7 The Snake of Pleasure 66

1.2.3.1.1 The Snake of Pleasure in "On Creation" 66

1.2.3.1.2 The Snake of Pleasure in "Questions and Answers

on Genesis" 71

1.2.3.1.2 The Snake of Pleasure in "Allegorical Interpretation"

and Beyond 72

7.2.3.2 Dangers of Sexual Pleasure Elsewhere 76

1.2.3.3 Eliminating Sexual Passion ? 84

1.2.3.4 Control and Moderation of Sexual Passion 91

7.2.3.5 Sexual Asceticism and the Therapeutae/Therapeutrides 100

1.2.4 Life Beyond the Garden (Gen 3:14-4:1) HO
1.2.4.1 The Consequences of Failure HO

1.2.4.1.1 The Consequences of Failure in "On Creation" HO

1.2.4.1.2 The Consequences of Failure in

"Questions and Answers on Genesis" HI

1.2.4.1.3 The Consequences of Failure in "Allegorical

Commentary" and Beyond H I

1.2.4.1.4 Conclusion Π6

1.2.4.2 Conception, Childbirth, and Human Biology Π7

1.2.4.3 Household Management 125

7.2.4.4 Death and Hope 1 2 8

1.2.4.5 Sexual Intercourse as Symbol of the Soul's Relationships 136

1.3 Sexual Allusions and Images Beyond Genesis 1-3 141

7.3.7. Significant Motifs Generated by Genesis 4-11 141
7.3.7.7 Cain 141

7.3.7.2 The Enochs 142



Contents vii

7.3.7.3 The Angels ' Sex with Women 143
7.3.7.4 Noah 144

1.3.1.4.1 Noah's Ark 144
1.3.1.4.2 Noah's Name 144
1.3.1.4.3 Noah and Agricultural Imagery 144
1.3.1.4.4 Noah and Drunkenness 145
1.3.1.4.5 Noah and Nakedness 146

7.3.7.5 Babel 147
7.3.2 Significant Motifs Generated by Genesis 12 —50 147

7.3.2.7 Abraham 148
1.3.2.1.1 Abraham's Migration 148
1.3.2.1.2 Abraham and Sarah 149
1.3.2.1.3 Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar 153
1.3.2.1.4 Abraham and Sarah, Pharaoh and Abimelech 155

7.3.2.2 Sodom and Lot 156
1.3.2.2.1 Sodom's Sins 156
1.3.2.2.2 Lot's Wife and Daughters 157
1.3.2.2.3 Lot, Abraham, and the Kings 159

1.3.2.3. Isaac and Rebecca 159
1.3.2.4. Jacob and Esau 162
7.3.2.5. Leah and Rachel 163
7.3.2.6. Jøsep/i 166

1.3.2.6.1 Joseph in the Positive 166
1.3.2.6.2 Joseph in Question 168
1.3.2.6.3 Joseph and the Eunuchs 173

7.3.2.7. ΤληαΛ 174
7.3.2.8. Tamar and Judah 177
7.3.2.9. 7?í?M¿>é7i 179

7.3.3 Significant Motifs Generated by the Story of Moses
and Exodus 180

7.3.3.7 Moses 180
1.3.3.1.1 Moses in Mos. 1 180
1.3.3.1.2 Moses Beyond Mos. I 181

7.3.3.2 The Exodus 183
1.3.3.2.1 The Departure from Egypt 183
1.3.3.2.2 Marah, Manna, and the Golden Bull 184

7.3.3.3 Midianites, Moabites, and Phinehas 185

1.4 Sexual Issues in Philo's Exposition of Law 188
1.4.1 Adultery and Associated Issues 188

1.4.1.1 Adultery in "On the Decalogue" 188



CONTENTS

1.4.1.2 Adultery in Special Laws and Elsewhere 190
1.4.1.3 Laws treated under the Heading of the

Prohibition of Adultery 193
7.4.7.3.7 Incest 193
1.4.1.3.2 Intermarriage 195
1.4.1.3.3 Remarriage of a Divorced Wife 199
1.4.1.3.4 Intercourse during Menstruation 201
1.4.1.3.5 Intercourse with Sterile Women 202
1.4.1.3.6 Pederasty and Same-Sex Intercourse 204
1.4.1.3.7 Bestiality 217
1.4.1.3.8 Prostitution 218
1.4.1.3.9 Accusations of Adultery 224
1.4.1.3.10 Rape of a Widow or Divorcee and Seduction or

Rape of an Unmarried, Unbetrothed Woman 225
1.4.1.3.11 Intercourse with a Woman Espoused to be

Married to Another 227
1.4.1.3.12 Accusations that One's Wife was not a

Virgin at Marriage 228
7.4.2 Beyond the Prohibition of Adultery and Associated Laws 229

1.4.2.1 Circumcision 229
1.4.2.2 Laws treated under the Headings of the First Five

Commandments 231
1.4.2.2.1 The First Two Commandments:

Worship and Idolatry 231
1.4.2.2.2 The Third Commandment: Vows 237
1.4.2.2.3 The Fourth Commandment: Sabbath 238
1.4.2.2.4 The Fifth Commandment: Honouring Parents 242

1.4.2.3 Laws treated under the Headings of the Last Four
Commandments 243

1.4.2.3.1 The Seventh Commandment: Killing 243
1.4.2.3.2 The Tenth Commandment: Coveting 246

7.4.3 Legal Provisions Beyond the Decalogue and Special Laws 249
7.4.4 Conclusion 251

1.5 Conclusion 252



Contents ix

PART TWO

ATTITUDES TOWARDS SEXUALITY IN
THE WRITINGS OF JOSEPHUS 259

2.1 Introduction: Issues in Reading Josephus on Sexuality 259

2.2 Narratives Pertinent to Issues of Sexuality 265
2.2.7 The Creation Account 265
2.2.2 From Cain to Noah 270
2.2.3 Abraham 271

2.2.3.7 Abraham and Sarah in Egypt 271
2.2.3.2 Sodom, Lot, and his Daughters 273
2.2.3.3 Abraham, Sarah, and Abimelech 275

2.2.4 Isaac and Rebecca 276
2.2.5 Esau, Jacob and Rachel 278
2.2.6 Dinah 280
2.2.7 Joseph 282
2.2.8 Moses and the Exodus 285

2.2.8.1 Moses and his Marriages 285
2.2.8.2 The Midianite Women 286

2.2.9 The Period of the Judges 287
2.2.9.7 Rahab 287
2.2.9.2 The Rape at Gibeah 287
2.2.9.3 Deborah and Jephthah 289
2.2.9.4 Manoah and his Wife 290
2.2.9.5 Samson 291
2.2.9.6 Ruth 292

2.2.70 The Period of the Kings 294
2.2.70.7 David 294
2.2.10.2 TheRapeofTamar 297
2.2.10.3 Solomon 297

2.2.7 7 Exile and the Return 299
2.2.11.1 Darius'Bodyguards 299
2.2.11.2 Ezra and Intermarriage 299
2.2.11.3 Manasseh and Intermarriage 301
2.2.77.4 Esther 301

2.2.72 The Early Hasmonean Period 303
2.2.12.1 The Tobiad Romance 303
2.2.12.2 John Hyrcanus, Alexander Janneus,

and Salome Alexandra 304



CONTENTS

2.2.73 Herod 305
2.2.13.1 The Marriage of Herod and Mariamme 305
2.2.13.2 Herod, Antony, and Cleopatra 306

2.2.13.2.1 Antony's Sexual Prédation 306
2.2.13.2.2 Herod's Love and Fear of Mariamme: First Story 307
2.2.13.2.3 Herod and Cleopatra 308

2.2.13.3 Herod, Caesar, and Mariamme 309
2.2.13.3.1 Herod's Love and Fear of Mariamme: Second Story 309
2.2.13.3.2 Herod and Mariamme's Execution 310

2.2.13.4 Herod and Further Sexual Adventures 312
2.2.13.4.1 Herod and Mariamme 2, Daughter of Simon 312
2.2.13.4.2 Pheroras and the Female Slave 313
2.2.13.4.3 Salome and Syllaeus 314
2.2.13.4.4 Herod, Aristobulus, and the Eunuchs 315

2.2.74 Tales from Parthia and Rome 316
2.2.14.1 Phraates and the Italian Female Slave 316
2.2.14.2 Mundus, Paulina, and the Priests of Isis 316
2.2.14.3 Anilaeus and Asinaeus 317

2.2.15 Herodian Marriages 318
2.2.15.1 Antipas and Herodias 318
2.2.15.2 Later Herodian Marriages 318

2.3 Laws and Related Issues 321
2.3.7 The Law Given at Sinai 321
2.3.2 The Law Reviewed before Moses'Farewell 323
2.3.3 The Law in Against Apion 328
2.3.4. The Essenes and Celibacy 334

2.4 Reviewing Josephus on Sexuality 339
2.4.7 Prisoners, Slaves, and Sexual Abuse 339
2.4.2 Marriages 343
2.4.3 Intermarriage 345
2.4.4 Incest 348
2.4.5 Adultery 349
2.4.6 Female Virginity 350
2.4.7 Divorce and Remarriage 350
2.4.8 Prostitution 352
2.4.9 Same-Sex Intercourse 353
2.4.70 Other Prohibitions (Bestiality, Infanticide, Abortion),

Fertility Enhancement and Love Potions 355
2.4.77 Purity Provisions 356



Contents xi

2.4.72 Women 357
2.4.73 Sexual Love 361

2.5 Conclusion 365

PART THREE

ATTITUDES TOWARDS SEXUALITY IN
THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 368

3.1 Introduction 368
3.2 Testament of Reuben 371
3.3 Testament of Simeon 391
3.4 Testament of Levi 392
3.5 Testament of Judah 400
3.6 Testament of Issachar 411
3.7 Testament of Zebulon 414
3.8 Testament of Dan 414
3.9 Testament of Naphtali 415
3.10 Testament of Gad 420
3.11 Testament of Asher 420
3.12 Testament of Joseph 421
3.13 Testament of Benjamin 425
3.14 Conclusion 427

Conclusion 436

Bibliography 438

Index of Modern Authors 457

Index of Ancient Sources 460


