
Contents 

Preface 9 

I The Literary Background of Machiavelli's Character 
Sketches 15 

II The Diplomatic Correspondence: Embryonic Sketches 
and Impetuous Judgments 26 

III The Minor Writings: Transitional Bridges to the Great 
Political Works 39 

IV Symbolic Characters as Exempla in The Prince and the 
Discourses 50 

V Castruccio Castracani: Machiavelli's Archetypal Prince 71 

VI The History of Florence: Character Sketches in 
Humanist History 88 

VII Machiavelli's Fictional Characters 106 

VIII The Portrait of the Artist 125 

IX The Concept of Character in Machiavelli's Prose 138 

Appendix: Machiavelli's Works 147 

Notes 14 9 

Index 184 


