
Contents

Abbreviations Used in This Dictionary viii
Acknowledgments ix
Preface: Why This Dictionary xi
Introduction:
American Sign Language in Context xiii

Deafness and the Deaf Community xiii
What Is the Deaf Community? xiii
Types of Hearing Loss xiv
Educational Impact of Hearing Loss xiv

The Nature of American Sign Language xvi
Origins xvi
Is American Sign Language a Language? xvi
The Structure of American Sign Language xvii
Signs: The Vocabulary of

American Sign Language xxiv
Historical Change in Sign Language xxix

In Conclusion xxix
Guide: How to Use This Dictionary xxxi

What This Dictionary Contains xxxi
Requirements of a Lexicon of Sign Language xxxi
Sources of Signs xxxi
Usage Levels: The Social Appropriateness of

Signs and Their English Translations xxxii
How to Find a Sign xxxii

Complete Entries xxxii
Cross References xxxii
Multiple Entries for the Same Word xxxiii

How to Make the Sign xxxiii
Illustrations xxxiii
Descriptions xxxiii
Hints xxxiv

Dictionary 1

vii


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]


