
Contents 

Abstract ] 

Introduction 2 

The Cochrane Collaboration .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 

Medical education evidence synthesis .. .. .. .. 3 

Best Evidence Medical Education (BEME) Collaboration .. .. 3 

Characteristics of a systematic review .. .. .. .. 4 

Contrasting with a literature review .. .. .. .. 4 

Why the need for this Guide .. .. .. .. .. 5 

Conducting a health education systematic review 6 

Step 1: Inception of review .. .. .. .. .. 6 

Step 2: Scoping searches .. .. .. .. .. 7 

Step 3: Assembling the full review team .. .. .. .. 8 

Step 4: Creating the Protocol (work-plan) .. .. .. .. 8 

Step 5: Formulating the Review Question .. .. .. .. 9 

Step 6: Planning the search .. .. .. .. .. 10 
Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria .. .. .. .. .. II 
Sources of Studies .. .. .. .. .. .. 12 
Electronic search strategy .. .. .. .. .. 13 

Step 7: Performing the search and selecting studies .. .. .. 13 

Step 8: Extracting data from the studies .. .. .. .. 14 
Descriptive data .. .. .. .. .. 15 
Quality assessment of studies .. .. .. .. 16 

Step 9: Synthesising and analysing the data .. .. .. .. 18 
Plan of Analysis .. .. .. .. .. .. 19 
Qualitative Synthesis .. .. .. .. .. .. 19 
Subgroup and sensitivity analysis .. .. .. .. .. 23 

Step 10: Discussing and concluding the review .. .. .. .. 23 

Step 11: How the review will be reported .. .. .. .. .. 24 

What are the limitations of a systematic review? 26 

Updating a systematic review 27 

Conclusion 28 

References 29 

Guide 94: Systematic reviews in medical education: A practical approach 


