
Gender and Sexuality in
Contemporary Popular Fantasy
Beyond boy wizards and kick-ass chicks

Edited by
Jude Roberts and
Esther MacCallum-Stewart

R Routledge
Taylor&.Francis Group

LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

List offigures xi
Notes on contributors xii

Introduction 1
JUDE ROBERTS AND ESTHER MACCALLUM-STEWART

1 Hiding in plain sight: the invisibility of queer fantasy 8
STEPHEN KENNEALLY

2 Queering magic: Robin Hobb and fantasy literature’s
radical potential 21
LENISE PRATER

3 ‘It takes a pack to raise a child’: anti-conservatism and
the non-normative families in Gail Carriger’s Parasol
Protectorate series 35
KATHARINE HARRIS

4 Strange boys, queer boys: gay representations in young
adult fantastic fiction 53
ANDREW M. BUTLER

5 Even better than the real thing: fantasy and phantasy in
Boys’ Love manga 68
ANNA MADILL

6 Turning people into things: object relations and
posthuman reproduction in weird short fiction 85
LISA BENNETT



x Contents

7 ‘Everything’s interconnected’: anarchy, ecology and
sexuality in Lost Girls and Swamp Thing 97
M ATT 11HW J.A. GREEN

8 Playing past the ‘straight male gamer’: from modding
Edwin(a) to bisexual Zevran in BioWare games 117
STEVEN HOLMES

9 Playing with gender: (re-)imagining women and men in
fantasy board games 133
ADAM BROWN AND DEB WATERHOUSE-WATSON

10 Supernatural hymens and bodies from hell: screening
virginity through the gothic body 150
KATHERINE FARRIMOND

11 The tale of the women: female gender, gender roles, and
sexuality in Emma Donoghue’s Kissing the Witch 165
KERIDWEN N. LUIS

Index 182



Figures

5.1 Paranoid-schizoid position (0-3 months) 70
5.2 Depressive position (3-6 months) 71
7.1 Alan Moore and Melinda Gebbie, Lost Girls, Chapter 10, page 6 102
7.2 Alan Moore and Melinda Gebbie, Lost Girls, Chapter 20, page 4 103
7.3 Alan Moore and Melinda Gebbie, Lost Girls , Chapter 1,

page 2, panel 4 104
7.4 Alan Moore and Melinda Gebbie, Lost Girls, Chapter 30, page 7 108
7.5 Alan Moore and Melinda Gebbie, Lost Girls, Chapter 30, page 8 109
9.1 Female playable characters in Talisman base game 138
9.2 Male playable characters in Talisman base game 140
9.3 Female dwarf option in Legends of Andor (inset: male version) 145


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]


