The Uses of Autobiography

- Edited by
Julia Swindells

()

Taylor &Francis

Publishers since 1798




Contents

Acknowledgments

1 Introduction
by Julia Swindells

2 Theories of Autobiography
Part one by Laura Marcus: The face of autobiography
Part two by Jane Unsworth: Why does an author who apparently
draws so much on autobiography seem committed to ‘alienating’
the reader? A reflection on theories of autobiography with reference
to the work of Janet Frame

3 Gender, Militancy and Wartime
Part one by Maroula Joannou: ‘She who would be politically free
herself must strike the blow’: Suffragette autobiography and
suffragette militancy
Part two by Margaretta Jolly: ‘Dear Laughing Motorbyke’:
Gender and genre in women’s letters from the Second World War

4 Making Sense of the Self: Cultural Identities Under Pressure
Part one by Clare Blake: A strategy for survival
Part two by David Whitley: Cultural identities under pressure

5 Constructing the Self, Inventing Africa
Part one by Cheryl-Ann Michael: Gender and iconography in
auto/biographies of Nelson and Winnie Mandela
Part two by Ato Quayson: Memory, history and ‘faction’ in
Wole Soyinka’s Aké and Isara

ix

13

24

31

45

73

81

vii



Contents

6

8

10

Autobiography, Authenticity and Nineteenth-century

Ideas of Race

Part one by Sarah Meer: Sentimentality and the slave narrative:
Frederick Douglass’ My Bondage and My Freedom

Part two by Nadia Valman: Speculating upon human feeling:
Evangelical writing and Anglo-Jewish women’s autobiography

Sisterhood and Self-censorship in the Nineteenth Century

Part one by Janet Bottoms: Writing herself: the diary of Alice James
Part two by Pam Hirsch: Gender negotiations in nineteenth-century
women’s autobiographical writing

The Educative ‘I’ in Nineteenth-century Women’s
Autobiographies

Part one by Ruth A. Symes: Catharine Cappe of York (1822)
Part two by Brian Ridgers: ‘What I earnestly longed for...":
Elizabeth Missing Sewell, writing, autobiography and
Victorian womanhood

Autobiography and Educational Change
‘I wanted to nurse. Father wanted teachers.’
by Bobbie Wells and Peter Cunningham

Life Histories, Adult Learning and Identity

Part one by Alistair Thomson: Writing about learning: Using
Mass-Observation educational life-histories to explore learning
through life

Part two by Mary Lea and Linden West: Motives, mature students,

~ the self and narrative

1

12

Assumed Identities: Feminism, Autobiography and
Performance Art
by Claire MacDonald

There are stories and Stories: An Autobiography Workshop
by Gillie Bolton and Morag Styles

13 Conclusion: Autobiography and the Politics of ‘The Personal’

by Julia Swindells

Contributors

Index

viii

89

98

110

120

128

138

151

163

177

187

196

205

215
219



