The Nature of Mediterranean Europe
An Ecological History

A T GROVE
OLIVER RACKHAM

Yale University Press
New Haven and London



O 00 1 O\ wnt A W N -

[ = R = R R L T T T o T |
O O 00 I SN Ut 4~ W N = O

Contents

Acknowledgements 6

Introduction Ruined Landscapes and the Question of Desertification 8
Present Climate and Weather 24

Geology and Geomorphology the Dynamics of a Restless Region 37
Plant Life the Dramatis Personae of Historical Ecology 45

Aspects of Human History 72

Cultrvation Terraces 107

Clumate in the Last 150 Years the Period of Instrumental Measurements
The Lattle Ice Age Extreme Weather in Historic Times 130

Chimate in Early Historic and Prehistoric Times 141

Vegetation in Prehustory 151

Natural Vegetation in Historic Times 167

Mediterranean Savanna Trees mithout Forests 190

Fire Musfortune or Adaptation? 217

Current Erosion and its Measurement — 241

Badlands 271

Erosion History and Prehustory Chmate, Weather or Man-Made? 288
Euro-Deserts and Karst 312

Deltas and Soft Coasts 328

Over-Use of Ground-Water 351

Desertification or Change what to do about 11?2 361

Biblography 366
Index 372
Picture Credits 384

119



