Eli Heckscher (1879-1952) is celebrated for his contribu-
tions to international trade theory, particularly the fac-.

tor proportions theory of comparative advantage in ¥

international trade known as the Heckscher-Ohlin theo-
ry. His work in both economic theory and economic his-
tory is notable for combining theoretical insights with a
‘profound knowledge of economic history and the histo-
ry of economic thought. in this volume, leading interna-
tional economists assess the importance of Heckscher’s

work and its relevance to the contemporary practice of .
. N T

economic history.

The contnbutors‘ﬂrsl dlscuss H leckschers efforis to
forge the discipline of economic history by combining
both the historian’s careful evaluation of sources and v
the economist’s rigorous models. The Heckscher-Ohlin :
theory of factor proportions is described and tested 3!

_empirically. Contributors then apply the theory to his-’ : -_
torical material, including Mediterranean trade in -

‘Biblical times, the economic effects of two periods of |
plague eight centuries apart, and tariff policy in 35
countries from 1870 t0 1938. Heckscher’s masterly work i
“on mercantilism, the Continental Blockade, and Swedish
& economic history is also described and appraised in

!‘ light of recent historical research. gsp



