
REWORKING
JAPAN
Changing Men at Work and Play 
under Neoliberalism

Nana Okura Gagné

ILR PRESS

AN IMPRINT OF CORNELL UNIVERSITY PRESS ITHACA AND LONDON



Contents

Acknowledgments ix
Note on Translations, Transliterations, and Names xiii
Prelude XV

Introduction 1

Part 1 LOCATING SALARYMEN, CAPITALISM,
AND NEOLIBERALISM IN JAPAN

1. Historicizing Japanese Workers and Japanese Capitalism 25

2. Working in and Working on Neoliberalism 65

Part 2 AFTER WORK, BEYOND LEISURE,
AND INDIVIDUAL DESIRES

3. The Business of Leisure, the Leisure of Business 93

4. Working Hard at Having Fun through Hobbies
and Community 123

Part 3 MULTIPLICITIES OF MEN

5. Escaping the Corporate Shackles 155

6. Navigating the Waves of Work and Life 175

7. Weathering the Storms of Corporate Restructuring 205

Conclusion 242

Notes 259
References 267
Index 283


