
Contents 

List of Figures ix 
List of Maps xi 
List of Abbreviations xiii 

1. Introduction I 
1.1 Hellenism in Egypt 4 
1.2 Hellenistic Gymnasia outside Egypt 15 

1.2.1 Archaeology of Gymnasia 16 
1.2.2 Functions and Cultural Significance of Gymnasia 29 

1.3 The Gymnasia of Ptolemaic Egypt 38 

2. The Institution 45 
2.1 Diffusion 45 
2.2 Terminology 52 
2.3 Foundation 56 
2.4 The Army and the Gymnasium 70 
2.5 The Gymnasium of Philoteris 72 

3. The Gymnasium at Alexandria 78 
3.1 The Alexandrian Gymnasium in Literature 80 
3.2 The Alexandrian Gymnasium in Documentary Evidence 87 
3.3 Palaestrae at Alexandria 91 
3.4 Foundation and Legal Status of the Alexandrian Gymnasium 92 
3.5 Ephebate and Citizenship 97 
3.6 A Judaean Gymnasium at Alexandria? 98 

4. Legal Status of Gymnasia 105 
4.1 Greek Poleis of Egypt 106 
4.2 Village Gymnasia 114 
4.3 The Finances of Ptolemaic Gymnasia 122 
4.4 The Ptolemaic Empire 129 

4.4.1 Cyrene 130 
4.4.2 Thera 131 
4.4.3 Cyprus 134 

4.5 Gymnasia in the Seleucid Empire 137 

5. The Officials 142 
5.1 Presidents 142 
5.2 Gymnasiarchs 145 

5.2.1 Village Gymnasiarchs in the Augustan Period 153 



Vlii CONTENTS 

5.3 Kosmetai 156 
5.4 Other Officials 158 

5.4.1 Ephebarchs 159 
5.4.2 Lampadarchs 161 
5.4.3 Agonothetai 166 

6. Gymnasial Status 169 
6.1 Access to the Gymnasium 169 
6.2 Ephebes and Neaniskoi 175 
6.3 "Those from the Gymnasium' 181 
6.4 Gymnasium and Civil Servants 183 

7. Outsiders: Integration and Rejection 186 
7.1 'Egyptians' 187 
7.2 Judaeans 192 
7.3 Guests 194 
7.4 Women and Gymnasia 194 

8. Living the Greek Way 197 
8.1 Gymnastics of Body and Mind 197 
8.2 Secular and Religious Life 204 
8.3 Entertainment: Feasts, Festivals, and Games 207 

8.3.1 Excursus: Greek Athletics and Egypt 210 
8.4 Clubs and Associations 215 

9. The Gymnasium and Greek Identity 221 
9.1 Ethnicity and Identity 221 
9.2 Ethnic Designations and the Hellenes 225 
9.3 The Gymnasium as 'Association of the Hellenes' 230 
9.4 Onomastics, Marriage Patterns, and Religious Practices 233 
9.5 "Those from the Gymnasium'in Their Society 239 

Appendix 1: Gymnasia and'Gymnasial Bodies'of Ptolemaic Egypt 
by Location 247 

Appendix 2: List of Relevant Sources for the Ptolemaic Period 255 
Appendix 3: Prosopography of Gymnasiarchs 265 

Chronology of Ptolemaic Sovereigns (Simplified) 271 
Glossary 273 
References 2 77 
Index Locorum 309 
General Index 310 


