
Disalienation
POLITICS, PHILOSOPHY,

AND RADICAL PSYCHIATRY
IN POSTWAR FRANCE

Camille Robcis

The University of Chicago Press Chicago and London



CONTENTS

List of Illustrations ix
List of Abbreviations xi

INTRODUCTION: A POLITICS OF MADNESS 1 

1: FRANÇOIS TOSQUELLES, SAINT-ALBAN, 
AND THE INVENTION OF 

INSTITUTIONAL PSYCHOTHERAPY 15

2: FRANTZ FANON, THE PATHOLOGIES OF FREEDOM, 
AND THE DECOLONIZATION OF

INSTITUTIONAL PSYCHOTHERAPY 48

3: FÉLIX GUATTARI, LA BORDE,
AND THE SEARCH F O R A N T I-O E DI P A L POLITICS 74 

4: MICHEL FOUCAULT, PSYCHIATRY, 
ANTIPSYCHIATRY, AND POWER 107

EPILOGUE: THE HOSPITAL AS A LABORATORY OF 
POLITICAL INVENTION 143

Acknowledgments 151
Notes 157

Bibliography 195
Index 209



ILLUSTRATIONS

Chapter 1

1.1 Postcard of the Saint-Alban Hospital before the war 16
1.2 Institut Pere Mata in Reus, Catalonia, Spain 20
1.3 Postcard of the Camp de Judes in Septfonds 28
1.4 Map of the Camp de Septfonds 29
1.5 François Tosquelles with his assistants at the Septfonds 

Camp infirmary 30
1.6 Portrait of François Tosquelles painted by one of the prisoners 

at Septfonds 31
1.7 Transfer order of Tosquelles from Septfonds to Saint-Alban on 

December 14,1939 32
1.8 Tosquelles with co-workers at Saint-Alban 38
1.9 Poster of a theater performance at Saint-Alban in 1977 42
1.10 Editorial by Frantz Fanon in Trait d'union during his residency at

Saint-Alban in March 1953 43
1.11 Tosquelles with a sculpture by Auguste Forestier 45

Chapter 2

2.1
2.2
2.3

The Psychiatric Hospital of Blida-Joinville 62 
Frantz Fanon and his medical team in Blida 65 
The kitchen of the Blida hospital 65

Chapter 3

3-1
3-2

Félix Guattari 76
Postcard of the Château de La Borde 76



X ILLUSTRATIONS

3.3 Map of La Borde 77
3.4 The “Grid” (la “Grille”) at La Borde So
3.5 A CERFI meeting in the 1970s 102

Chapter 4

4.1 Michel Foucault in Miinsterlingen with Roland Kuhn and Georges 
Verdeaux 114

4.2 May ’68 Poster: “Bourgeois Medicine Does Not Heal, It Repairs 
Workers” 126

4.3 Tankonalasanté, November 1974 134
4.4 Psychiatrisés en lutte, May-August 1975 135


