
Contents

Acknowledgements......................................................................................i
Contents................................................................................................... iii
List of tables..............................................................................................viii
List of figures............................................................................................viii
Notes on transcription............................................................................... ix
Abbreviations and symbols......................................................................xiii

Part I

Chapter 1: Introduction

1.0 Overview................................................................................................1
1.1 The geography of Harsin...................................................................... 2
1.2 Populace and social composition......................................................... 5
1.3 Linguistic milieu...................................................................................8

1.3.1 Kurdish........................................................................................ 10
1.3.1.1 Northern Kurdish.............................................................  12
1.3.1.2 Central Kurdish...............................................................  13
1.3.1.3 Southern Kurdish............................................................... 14

1.3.2 Laki..............................................................................................21
1.3.3 Lori..............................................................................................25
1.3.4 Gorani..........................................................................................27

1.4 Classification of Harsini..................................................................... 30
1.5 Fieldwork procedure........................................................................... 33
1.6 Research limitations and shortcomings............................................ 36

Part II

Chapter 2: Phonetics and phonology

2.1 Consonants..........................................................................................39
2.1.1 Notes on the realization of consonant phonemes.................... 40
2.1.2 Minimal pairs.............................................................................48
2.1.3 Some comparative remarks....................................................... 50
2.1.4 Consonant gemination............................................................... 53

2.2 Vowels..................................................................................................54

http://d-nb.info/1251504787


2.2.1 Notes on the phonetic realization of vowel phonemes........... 54
2.2.2 Minimalpairs............................................................................ 58

2.3 Diphthong-like sequences................................................................. 59
2.4 Syllable structure and consonant clusters........................................ 60

2.4.1 Initial clusters...........................................................................  61
2.4.2 Medial and final clusters........................................................... 62

2.5 Some morphophonological processes.............................................. 63
2.5.1 Vowel coarticulation and coalescence...................................... 63
2.5.2 Epenthesis................................................................................  67
2.5.3 Deletion....................................................................................  68

2.6 Stress patterns...................................................................................  69

Chapter 3: Morphosyntax

3.1 Nouns and the noun phrase.............................................................. 71
3.1.1 Gender......................................................................................  71
3.1.2 Unmarked nouns...................................................................... 73
3.1.3 Definiteness, indefiniteness, singularity................................. 74

3.1.3.1 Definite marker: -al-ka..................................................... 74
3.1.3.2 Indefinite marker: -el-i(k)................................................ 77

3.1.4 Plurality.....................................................................................  80
3.1.5 Ezafe and compounding.......................................................... 83

3.1.5.1 Ezafe particle: =i............................................................... 83
3.1.5.2 Compound marker: =a..................................................... 85

3.1.6 Other morphemes pertaining to nouns and noun phrases.... 86
3.1.6.1 Relative particle: =1........................................................... 86
3.1.6.2 Demonstrative particle: =a............................................... 87

3.2 Adjectives..........................................................................................  89
3.2.1 Degrees of comparison............................................................. 91

3.3 Personal pronouns............................................................................. 93
3.3.1 Independent personal pronouns.............................................. 93
3.3.2 Bound personal pronouns........................................................ 96
3.3.3 Reflexive and reciprocal forms............................................... 100

3.4 Demonstratives...............................................................................  103
3.4.1 Demonstrative adjectives........................................................ 103
3.4.2 Demonstrative pronouns........................................................ 105

3.5 Interrogatives..................................................................................  107



3.6 Indefinites........................................................................................  Ill
3.6.1 The form tir ‘other, another, else’............................................ 118

3.7 Numerals........................................................................................... 121
3.7.1 Cardinal...................................................................................  121
3.7.2 Ordinal...................................................................................... 123

3.8 Classifiers and measure words......................................................... 124
3.9 Adverbs............................................................................................  126

3.9.1 Manner....................................................................................  126
3.9.2 Time........................................................................................  127
3.9.3 Place........................................................................................  128
3.9.4 Quantity and degree...............................................................  128

3.10 Discourse particles........................................................................  129
3.10.1 Additive particle: =TS.............................................................  129

3.11 Adpositions...................................................................................... 131
3.11.1 Primary prepositions...................... :..................................... 131
3.11.2 Secondary prepositions........................................................  136
3.11.3 Circumpositions...................................................................  141

3.12 Conjunctions.................................................................................  143
3.13 Verbs................................................................................................144

3.13.1 Verbal stems...........................................................................145
3.13.1.1 Predictable stems.........................................................  145
3.13.1.2 Unpredictable stems..................................................... 149
3.13.1.3 Causatives.....................................................................  150
3.13.1.4 Passives.........................................................................  151

3.13.2 Complex verbs......................................................................  152
3.13.2.1 Verbs with nominal components................................. 153
3.13.2.2 Verbs with verbal particles............................................. 155

3.13.3 Modal prefixes.......................................................................  157
3.13.4 Negative prefixes..................................................................... 159
3.13.5 Personal endings..................................................................  159
3.13.6 Simple verbal constructions based on the present stem..... 162

3.13.6.1 Present Indicative.......................................................... 162
3.13.6.2 Present Subjunctive.....................................................  165
3.13.6.3 Imperative and Prohibitive............................................ 167

3.13.7 Simple verbal constructions based on the past stem........... 169
3.13.7.1 Preterite (Simple Past).................................................169



3.13.7.2 Imperfect....................................................................... 170
3.13.7.3 Past Subjunctive........................................................... 172

3.13.8 Compound verbal constructions.......................................... 173
3.13.8.1 Perfect (Present Perfect)............................................... 173
3.13.8.2 Pluperfect (Past Perfect)............................................... 175

3.13.9 Non-finite verbal forms..........................................................176
3.13.9.1 Infinitive..........................................................................176
3.13.9.2 Past Participle............................................................... 177

3.13.10 Summary of the verbal system........................................... 178
3.13.11 Copula forms and other expressions of existence..............179

3.13.11.1 Clitic copula................................................................ 179
3.13.11.2 The verb ‘to be, become’............................................. 181
3.13.11.3 Other expressions of existence................................... 187

3.13.12 Progressive periphrasis and other phrasal constructions.. 189
3.13.13 Expressions of modality...................................................... 190
3.13.14 Expressions of physical, mental and emotional states...... 193

3.14 Notes on Syntax.......................................................................... 195
3.14.1 Coordination.........................................................................  195
3.14.2 Subordination........................................................................ 197

3.14.2.1 Complement clauses.................................................... 197
3.14.2.2 Relative clauses............................................................. 199
3.14.2.3 Adverbial clauses.......................................................... 202
3.14.2.4 Conditional clauses...................................................... 208

Chapter 4: Word formation

4.1 Derivation......................................................................................... 213
4.2 Reduplication..................................................................................  218
4.3 Compounding.................................................................................  220

4.3.1 Copulative compounds...................................................... 220
4.3.2 Determinative compounds................................................ 222

Part III

Chapter 5: Texts in transcription and translation

5.1 Overview........................................................................................ 2T1
Text 1: Nameyna (The felt-made girl).............................................. 231



Text 2: Cuwma (The wooden girl)..................................................... 253
Text 3: Sil kaiaf (The bald groom).................................................... 273
Text 4: Ma(h) plsani (Moon-forehead).............................................. 283
Text 5: Mardi xlyalpardaz (The daydreamer)................................... 301
Text 6: tin liva (The crazy wife)........................................................ 309
Text 7: Mimi nafado (The demonic aunt)......................................... 329

Chapter 6: A fully glossed text

Text 1: Nameyna (The felt-made girl)............................................... 343

Part IV

Chapter 7: Lexicon

7.1 Some remarks on the lexicon of Harsini......................................... 375
7.2 Introduction to the glossary.............................................................. 379

Lexical forms......................................................................................383
List of bound morphemes.................................................................459
English-Harsini index.......................................................................467

References...............................................................................................505


