
What Children’s Literature
Might Be

Edited by Kenneth 8. Hidd and Derritt Mason

University Press of Mississippi / Jackson



Acknowledgments ix

Introduction 3

Henneth B. Hidd and Derritt Mason

PART |. ALT GENRE

Kid Lit from beyond the Grave: Spiritualism,
Child Mediums, and the Haunting Problem of Child Agency 19
Vietoria Ford Smith

Singing a “Sea Island Song”: Alice Childress's
Responsive Black Theater 32
Katharine Capshaw

The Seductions of Little Red Riding Hood
On the Thresholds of Children's Drawings 44
Jakob Rosendal

Snanger Danger: SS/HG Fanfiction, Kinship, and an
Affinity Space Model of Children's and Young Adult Literature 65

Amanda Н
. Allen

Zine Ecoactivism and Pedagogies of Hope
in World War 3 Illustrated #46 79
Brianna Anderson



5 Contents

Emergency Childrens Literature: Some Observations
on Pandemic Picture Books 99
Gabriel Duckels

The Case of Jonny’s Genre An Interview
with Joshua Whitehead 114
Joshua Whitehead and Derritt Mason

PART Il. ALT MEDIUM

YA Literature, Plus Ultra: A Case Study
of the Shonen Anime My Hero Academia 127
Brandon Murakami

From Melodrama to Kitschy Romance
Alt Kid Media in India and Pakistan 141

Tehmina Pirzada

Bizarre Creatures” and the Fans Who Love Them
The Dark Crystal as Alternative Children's Culture 156

Paige Gray

Video Games and Young Peoples Digital Cultures
A Panel Discussion 170
Hristopher Alexander, Negin Dahya, Treafindrea M

. Russworm
Catherine Burwell, and Derritt Mason

PART II. ALT EPISTEMOLOGY

The Alt Within: Queerness, Psychoanalysis,

and Children’s Literature as Enigmatic Signifier 187
hatasha Hurley

“We're Americans Too!”: Contingencies and Contradictions
in Picture Books about Japanese American Incarceration 202
Gabrielle Atwood Halko



Contents vii

Retomando el Dia de los Muertos: Death, Life,
and Latinx Epistemology in Children’s Literature 217
Cristina Rhodes

Reimagining the “Alternative”: Sustaining Representation
of Indigenous People and People of Color through
Speculative Fiction in The Marrow Thieves and Mafianaland 230
Erica Law-Montes and Cristina Rivera

Silkpunk and Agender Childhoods in

Neon Yang's Tensorate Universe 246
Shuyin Yu

Alt Publishing forYoung People: An Interview with Vivek Shraya 260
Vivek Shraya and Derritt Mason

Contributors 273

Index 279


