
Rabia Latif Khan 

From the Diaspora 
to the Homeland 

History, Memory and Identity among Hazaras 
in England 

DE GRUYTER 



Contents 

Preface —- VII 

Introduction — 1 
Context of this study — 4 
Who constitutes a diaspora?-—7 

"Hazara" as a distinct ethnic group-—9 
Methodology—13 
Structure of the book 18 

Chapter 1 
Hazara history 22 
1.1 An introduction to the Hazaras -— 22 

1.2 Hazaras in Afghanistan — 24 
1.3 Hazaras in iran 30 
1.4 Hazaras in Pakistan 33 

1.5 The Hazara diaspora in the UK 36 

1.6 15 August 2021 41 
1.7 Conclusion——46 

Chapter 2 
Hazara migration—48 
2.1 Governance in Afghanistan (since the 1970s) — 48 
2.2 Hazara migration to Britain (1990s to the present) 52 

2.3 The politicisation of the "Afghan migrant" (2015 onwards) 

2.4 Conclusion 65 

Chapter 3 
Master narratives and memory — 67 
3.1 Master narratives —- 67 

3.2 Individualised narratives — 69 
3.3 On marginality and overcoming 73 

3.4 Memory—-78 

3.5 Conclusion 81 

Chapter 4 
Contemporary Hazara historiography 83 
4.1 Narrative and history — 85 



X Contents 

4.2 Hazara historiography—-88 

4.3 Hazara history writing online 92 

4.4 Conclusion 100 

Chapter 5 
Hazara ethnic consciousness —102 
5.1 Identifying with marginality and overcoming 103 
5.2 On experience, narrative and memory 107 
5.3 Abdul Ali Mazarí and Hazara consciousness 110 
5.4 Conclusion 116 

Chapter 6 
The place of religion 119 
6.1 On the Shia orientation of Hazaras 119 
6.2 Explicit discourses on religion 125 
6.3 Secularism in contemporary Hazara life-—-131 
6.4 Conclusion 136 

Chapter 7 
"Hazara" as a political identity 139 
7.1 Nascent liberalism —-139 
7.2 Hazara political Ideologies in the twentieth century 141 
7.3 Hazara political discourses since 2001 144 
7.4 The post-2001 liberal framing of Hazaras 149 
7.5 Liberalism as a Hazara ethos 152 
7.6 The post-2021 scenario 153 
7.7 Conclusion 157 

Chapter 8 
Political mobilisation and Hazara transnationalism —159 
8.1 A burgeoning political consciousness 159 
8.2 Quetta events 162 
8.3 Afghanistan events 169 
8.4 Diasporic events 173 
8.5 Conclusion 179 

References-—180 

Index—194 


